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This book examines the relationship between representations of the body and narrative strategies in the work
of three contemporary women writers from the former Eastern Bloc countries: Herta Müller, an ethnic
German from Romania; Libu%se Moníková, who emigrated from Czechoslovakia to West Germany and
chose to write in German; and Kerstin Hensel, from the GDR.

Marven shows how the content and form of their works are interlinked, and how these challenge the
hegemonic discourses within repressive socialist regimes. The introduction contextualizes the writers'
socially, culturally, and historically, and outlines the theoretical basis of the approach, drawing on
psychoanalysis, performativity theory, and feminist critical theory. Chapters on the individual authors offer
new interpretations of the writers' works, focusing on the structures of trauma (in Müller's work), hysteria (in
Moníková's) and the grotesque (in Hensel's). The images of the body analyzed in the first half of each
chapter show the effects of violence; challenge the understanding of the body as natural or authentic; and
raise questions about identity and gender. The analysis in the second half of each chapter covers a range of
formal features, from the fantastic and collage, through parody and intertextuality, to irony, plot, and story
telling. The book also traces developments in the work of all three authors, taking account of the historical
changes in the Eastern Bloc countries since 1989.

Body and Narrative in Contemporary Literatures in German will be valuable for anyone researching
contemporary German literatures, as well as those interested in feminist theory, minority literatures, and
trauma.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Garcia:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Body and Narrative in Contemporary Literatures in German: Herta
Müller, Libu%se Moníková, and Kerstin Hensel (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs)
book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer regarding Body and Narrative in Contemporary Literatures in German: Herta Müller, Libu%se
Moníková, and Kerstin Hensel (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) content conveys
objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Body and Narrative in Contemporary
Literatures in German: Herta Müller, Libu%se Moníková, and Kerstin Hensel (Oxford Modern Languages
and Literature Monographs) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Jena Alvarez:

This Body and Narrative in Contemporary Literatures in German: Herta Müller, Libu%se Moníková, and
Kerstin Hensel (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) are generally reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Body and Narrative in
Contemporary Literatures in German: Herta Müller, Libu%se Moníková, and Kerstin Hensel (Oxford
Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your
before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at
e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Body and Narrative in Contemporary Literatures in German: Herta
Müller, Libu%se Moníková, and Kerstin Hensel (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs)
giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that
we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Angel Martinez:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book
entitled Body and Narrative in Contemporary Literatures in German: Herta Müller, Libu%se Moníková, and
Kerstin Hensel (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Body and Narrative in Contemporary Literatures in
German: Herta Müller, Libu%se Moníková, and Kerstin Hensel (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature
Monographs) giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want
to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?



John Parish:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Body and Narrative in Contemporary
Literatures in German: Herta Müller, Libu%se Moníková, and Kerstin Hensel (Oxford Modern Languages
and Literature Monographs) e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Body and
Narrative in Contemporary Literatures in German: Herta Müller, Libu%se Moníková, and Kerstin Hensel
(Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) as good book but not only by the cover but also
from the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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