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During the Song (960-1279), all educated Chinese men traveled frequently, journeying long distances to
attend school and take civil service examinations. They crisscrossed the country to assume government
posts, report back to the capital, and return home between assignments and to attend to family matters. Based
on a wide array of texts, Transformative Journeys analyzes the impact of travel on this group of elite men
and the places they visited. In the first part of the book, Cong Ellen Zhang considers the practical aspects of
travel during the Song in the context of state mobilization of and assistance to government travelers,
including the infrastructure of waterways and highways, the bureaucratic procedures entailed in official
travel, and the means of transport and types of lodging. The second part of the book focuses on elite
activities on the road, especially the elaborate farewell banquets, welcoming ceremonies, and visits to
famous places. Zhang argues convincingly that abundant travel experience became integral to Song elite
identity and status, greatly strengthening the social and cultural coherence of the practitioners. In promoting
their experience of traveling across a large empire, Song elite men firmly established their position as the
country's political, social, and cultural leaders. The literary compositions and physical traces they left behind
also formed an overlapping web of collective memories, continually enhancing local pride and defining the
place of various localities in the cultural geography of the country. Transformative Journeys sheds new light
on the nature of Chinese literati, their dominance of culture and society, and China's social and cultural
integration. Those interested in premodern China and travel literature will find a wealth of material
previously unavailable to Western readers.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Wescott:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Transformative
Journeys: Travel and Culture in Song China suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Transformative Journeys: Travel and Culture in Song Chinais
the one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained
their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This
book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of
the world within this book.

David Barr:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Transformative Journeys: Travel and Culture in Song China the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get just before. The Transformative Journeys: Travel and Culture in Song China giving you
one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in
this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?

Kyle Guthrie:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Transformative Journeys: Travel and Culture in Song China can make you sense
more interested to read.

Mae Bushee:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you



knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of
them is niagra Transformative Journeys: Travel and Culture in Song China.
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