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"Science has become so identified with practical benefits that the dependence of technology on science is
commonly assumed to be a timeless relationship and a single enterprise... That belief, however, is an artifact
of twentieth-century cultural attitudes superimposed without warrant on the historical record." -- from
Science and Technology in World History: An Introduction

In modern industrial society, the tie between science and technology seems clear, even inevitable. But
historically, as James E. McClellan III and Harold Dorn remind us, the connection has been far less apparent.
For much of human history, technology depended more on the innovation of skilled artisans than it did on
the speculation of scientists. Technology as "applied science," the authors argue, emerged relatively recently,
as industry and governments began funding scientific research that would lead directly to new or improved
technologies. In Science and Technology in World History, McClellan and Dorn offer an introduction to this
changing relationship.

McClellan and Dorn review the historical record beginning with the thinking and tool making of prehistoric
humans. Neolithic people, for example, developed metallurgy of a sort, using naturally occurring raw copper,
and kept systematic records of the moon's phases. Neolithic craftsmen possessed practical knowledge of the
behavior of clay, fire, and other elements of their environment, but though they may have had explanations
for the phenomena of their crafts, they toiled without any systematic science of materials or the self-
conscious application of theory to practice.

McClellan and Dorn identify two great scientific traditions: the useful sciences, patronized by the state from
the dawn of civilization, and scientific theorizing, initiated by the ancient Greeks. Theirs is a survey of the
historical twists and turns of these traditions, leading to the science of our own day.

Without neglecting important figures of Western science such as Newton and Einstein, the authors
demonstrate the great achievements of non-Western cultures. They remind us that scientific traditions took
root in China, India, and Central and South America, as well as in a series of Near Eastern empires, during
late antiquity and the Middle Ages, including the vast region that formed the Islamic conquest. From this
comparative perspective, the authors explore the emergence of Europe as a scientific and technological
power. Continuing their narrative through the Manhattan Project, NASA, and modern medical research, the
authors weave the converging histories of science and technology into an integrated, perceptive, and highly
readable narrative.
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From reader reviews:

Bernice Hicks:

Here thing why this kind of Science and Technology in World History: An Introduction are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Science and Technology in World History: An
Introduction giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but
there is no guide that similar with Science and Technology in World History: An Introduction. It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which
is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the
form of Science and Technology in World History: An Introduction in e-book can be your option.

Shay Price:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Science and Technology
in World History: An Introduction suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this
era. The particular book untitled Science and Technology in World History: An Introductionis one of several
books that everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in
the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Christine Flint:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is actually Science and Technology in World History: An Introduction.

Roger Alford:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This particular Science and Technology in World History: An
Introduction can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have point
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Science and
Technology in World History: An Introduction.
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