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The battle for control over the National Guard began with passage of the National Defense Act of 1933. The
National Guard Association's insistence on a federal role for the Guard prompted the creation of dual status
for Guardsmen. After 1933 they were not only soldiers of the state, but of the nation as well. The first test of
the Guard's new status came as the world plunged into the Second World War. The compromises, conflicts,
emotions, and legal precedents involved in the 1940-41 mobilization were to affect the National Guard and
national defense strategy for many years to come. Yet, this important aspect of American history has been
largely ignored. In most works on the Roosevelt era the federalization of 18 Guard divisions--which doubled
the size of the Army--is given one or two lines. Guard historians have paid close attention to Guardsmen
entering federal camps, but gloss over the politics of Army-Guard maneuvering prior to mobilization. This
study demonstrates the importance of the political situation between these two defense establishments and
their consequences for later defense policy and legislation.

Robert Bruce Sligh shows how the mobilization in 1940-41 spurred increased federal control over the Guard.
Although the Army was hesitant to take the Guard into active service, once mobilized the Guard was rapidly
co-opted. The Guard's dual goals of increased federal money while staying aloof from federal control were
doomed to fail. This book will be of interest to those interested in American military history, national
defense policy, National Guard history, and selective service legislation.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Butler:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book called The National Guard
and National Defense: The Mobilization of the Guard in World War II? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Judith Roemer:

The book The National Guard and National Defense: The Mobilization of the Guard in World War II has a
lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Lisa Chaffee:

You will get this The National Guard and National Defense: The Mobilization of the Guard in World War II
by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because
of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

James Fox:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but novel and The National Guard and National Defense: The
Mobilization of the Guard in World War II as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After
you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science guide, any other book likes The National Guard and National Defense: The Mobilization
of the Guard in World War II to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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