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This book examines the ideology of elite lawyers and judges from the Gilded Age through the New Deal.
Between 1866 and 1937, a coherent outlook shaped the way the American bar understood the sources of law,
the role of the courts, and the relationship between law and the larger society. William M. Wiecek explores
this outlook--often called "legal orthodoxy" or "classical legal thought"--which assumed that law was
apolitical, determinate, objective, and neutral.

American classical legal thought was forged in the heat of the social crises that punctuated the late nineteenth
century. Fearing labor unions, immigrants, and working people generally, American elites, including those
on the bench and bar, sought ways to repress disorder and prevent political majorities from using democratic
processes to redistribute wealth and power. Classical legal thought provided a rationale that assured the
legitimacy of the extant distribution of society's resources. It enabled the legal suppression of unions and the
subordination of workers to management's authority.

As the twentieth-century U.S. economy grew in complexity, the antiregulatory, individualistic bias of
classical legal thought became more and more distanced from reality. Brittle and dogmatic, legal ideology
lost legitimacy in the eyes of both laypeople and ever-larger segments of the bar. It was at last abandoned in
the "constitutional revolution of 1937", but--as Wiecek argues in this detailed analysis--nothing has arisen
since to replace it as an explanation of what law is and why courts have such broad power in a democratic
society.
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From reader reviews:

James Johnson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important normally. The book The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought: Law and Ideology in
America, 1886-1937 ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought:
Law and Ideology in America, 1886-1937 is not only giving you much more new information but also to
become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship together with the book The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought:
Law and Ideology in America, 1886-1937. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Alma Rasmussen:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Lost World of Classical Legal
Thought: Law and Ideology in America, 1886-1937 guide written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
uncertainty The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought: Law and Ideology in America, 1886-1937 as good
book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by
its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Michael Vines:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought: Law and Ideology in America,
1886-1937 provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Zandra Woods:

You could spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This The Lost World of Classical Legal
Thought: Law and Ideology in America, 1886-1937 is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in
the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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