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During the 1990s Rio de Janeiro earned the epithet of 'divided city', an image underscored by the contrast
between its upper-class buildings and nearby hillside 'favelas.' The city's cultural production, however, has
been shaped by porous boundaries and multi-ethnic encounters. Drawing on a broad range of historical,
theoretical and literary sources, Porous City generates new ways of understanding Rio's past, its role in the
making of Brazilian culture, and its significance to key global debates about modernity and urban practices.

This book offers an original perspective on Rio de Janeiro that focuses on the New City, one of the most
compelling spaces in the history of modern cities. Once known as both a 'Little Africa' and as a 'Jewish
Neighborhood,' the New City was an important reference for prominent writers, artists, pioneering social
scientists and foreign visitors (from Christian missionaries to Orson Welles). It played a crucial role in
foundational narratives of Brazil as 'the country of carnival' and as a 'racial democracy.' Going back to the
neighborhood's creation by royal decree in 1811, this study sheds light on how initially marginalized
practices - like samba music - became emblematic of national identity.

A critical crossroads of Rio, the New City was largely razed for the construction of a monumental avenue
during World War II. Popular musicians protested, but 'progress' in the automobile age had a price. The area
is now being rediscovered due to developments spurred by the 2016 Olympics. At another moment of
transition, Porous City revisits this fascinating metropolis.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Guillen:

This Porous City: A Cultural History of Rio de Janeiro (Contemporary Hispanic and Lusophone Cultures
LUP) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get
by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific Porous City: A Cultural
History of Rio de Janeiro (Contemporary Hispanic and Lusophone Cultures LUP) without we understand
teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Porous
City: A Cultural History of Rio de Janeiro (Contemporary Hispanic and Lusophone Cultures LUP) can bring
when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Porous City: A Cultural History of Rio de Janeiro
(Contemporary Hispanic and Lusophone Cultures LUP) having great arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Mary Sexton:

The event that you get from Porous City: A Cultural History of Rio de Janeiro (Contemporary Hispanic and
Lusophone Cultures LUP) will be the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the
more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Porous City: A
Cultural History of Rio de Janeiro (Contemporary Hispanic and Lusophone Cultures LUP) giving you joy
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through
anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Porous City: A Cultural History of Rio
de Janeiro (Contemporary Hispanic and Lusophone Cultures LUP) instantly.

Aaron Blue:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
long to reading a e-book. The book Porous City: A Cultural History of Rio de Janeiro (Contemporary
Hispanic and Lusophone Cultures LUP) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver
this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.



Shirley Martins:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you
have read will be Porous City: A Cultural History of Rio de Janeiro (Contemporary Hispanic and Lusophone
Cultures LUP).
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