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"You tryin' to change us?" A few seconds into my first class ever, a student asked a question that had no
answer. Then, he walked out. It was a fitting introduction to City High, inner-city education, and what would
soon become the most challenging experience of my entire life. I was a white, middle-class, Midwestern man
thrown into a Philadelphia school that had performed so poorly it was surrendered to state control. My next
two years as a teacher at City High were hectic, heartbreaking, and at times, hilarious. I met students whose
own lives seemed more dramatic than anything you might find in the movies. There was Manny, an
oversized class clown with Ivy League dreams and a million-dollar smile, a city kid who liked NASCAR and
got kicked out of Catholic school for carrying nun chucks. There was Romeo, a kid who got arrested for
making his own adult films and Randy, a kid whose father was serving life in prison for shooting a police
officer. And there were others too, every one of them struggling to survive in a city that would witness more
than 400 homicides in a single year. I taught them all. I taught through the whirlwinds of overworked
teachers, underfunded classrooms, and educational policies that often seemed more puzzling than practical. I
taught kids who seemed to provoke every emotion possible, laughter and love and rage, often all of them in a
single period. Maybe I made an impact, maybe they changed. I know I did. My story is different than all
those feel-good, happy-ending Freedom Writer type films that seem to appear in theaters every few years. It
is real. For real, for real. Nathan Frederick is a former sports reporter with more than 1,000 published
bylines. His writing has won awards from the Keystone Press Association, the Pennsylvania Society of
Professional Journalists, and the Associated Press Sports Editors. He currently lives and teaches in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Toups:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book
allowed For Real, For Real: The Entirely True Story of a First-Time Teacher and an Inner-City School?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Corey Mullen:

The book For Real, For Real: The Entirely True Story of a First-Time Teacher and an Inner-City School can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing
like a book For Real, For Real: The Entirely True Story of a First-Time Teacher and an Inner-City School?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many data
for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take
for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book For Real, For Real: The
Entirely True Story of a First-Time Teacher and an Inner-City School has simple shape but you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So
it is very wonderful.

Mary James:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this For Real, For Real: The Entirely True Story of a First-Time Teacher and an Inner-City School,
you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a publication.

Leslie Woodson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.



Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is definitely For Real, For Real: The Entirely True Story of a First-Time Teacher and an
Inner-City School.
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