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How is it that the law enforcer itself does not have to keep the law? How is it that the law permits the state to
lawfully engage in actions which, if undertaken by individuals, would land them in jail? These are among the
most intriguing issues in political and economic philosophy. More specifically, the problem of law that itself
violates law is an insurmountable conundrum of all statist philosophies. The problem has never been
discussed so profoundly and passionately as in this essay by Frederic Bastiat from 1850. The essay might
have been written today. It applies in ever way to our own time, which is precisely why so many people
credit this one essay for showing them the light of liberty. Bastiat's essay here is timeless because applies
whenever and wherever the state assumes unto itself different rules and different laws from that by which it
expects other people to live. And so we have this legendary essay, written in a white heat against the leaders
of 19th century France, the reading of which has shocked millions out of their toleration of despotism. This
new edition from the Mises Institute revives a glorious translation that has been out of print for a hundred
years, one that circulated in Britain in the generation that followed Bastiat’s death. This newly available
translation provides new insight into Bastiat’s argument. It is a more sophisticated, more subsantial, and
more precise rendering than any in print. The question that Bastiat deals with: how to tell when a law is
unjust or when the law maker has become a source of law breaking? When the law becomes a means of
plunder it has lost its character of genuine law. When the law enforcer is permitted to do with others’ lives
and property what would be illegal if the citizens did them, the law becomes perverted. Bastiat doesn’t avoid
the difficult issues, such as why should we think that a democratic mandate can convert injustice to justice.
He deals directly with the issue of the expanse of legislation: It is not true that the mission of the law is to
regulate our consciences, our ideas, our will, our education, our sentiments, our sentiments, our exchanges,
our gifts, our enjoyments. Its mission is to prevent the rights of one from interfering with those of another, in
any one of these things. Law, because it has force for its necessary sanction, can only have the domain of
force, which is justice. More from Bastiat's The Law: Socialism, like the old policy from which it emanates,
confounds Government and society. And so, every time we object to a thing being done by Government, it
concludes that we object to its being done at all. We disapprove of education by the State — then we are
against education altogether. We object to a State religion — then we would have no religion at all. We
object to an equality which is brought about by the State then we are against equality, etc., etc. They might as
well accuse us of wishing men not to eat, because we object to the cultivation of corn by the State. How is it
that the strange idea of making the law produce what it does not contain — prosperity, in a positive sense,
wealth, science, religion — should ever have gained ground in the political world? The modern politicians,
particularly those of the Socialist school, found their different theories upon one common hypothesis; and
surely a more strange, a more presumptuous notion, could never have entered a human brain. They divide
mankind into two parts. Men in general, except one, form the first; the politician himself forms the second,
which is by far the most important. Bastiat concludes his penetrating analysis with this: The social organs are
constituted so as to enable them to develop harmoniously in the grand air of liberty. Away, then, with quacks
and organizers! Away with their rings, and their chains, and their hooks, and their pincers! Away with their
artificial methods! Away with their social laboratories, their governmental whims, th
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From reader reviews:

Richard Rhone:

This book untitled The Law (Large Print Edition) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year,
that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in
the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you
to past this guide from your list.

Gerard Williams:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Law (Large Print Edition), it
is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Marlene Wiedman:

The Law (Large Print Edition) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place
every word into joy arrangement in writing The Law (Large Print Edition) but doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Bert Martinez:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Law (Large Print
Edition) can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have
than the others?
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