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Opened during the Civil War in 1864, the New York State Inebriate Asylum in Binghamton was the first
medically directed addiction treatment center in the United States. In this book, John W. Crowley and
William White provide a lively account of this pioneering facility and its charismatic founder, Dr. Joseph
Edward Turner. Based on Turner's recently rediscovered papers, the story is one of plots and intrigues,
charges and countercharges, criminal accusations and indictments, and the plundering of a historic
institution.

Turner, who had developed an interest in alcoholism as a medical student, spent years championing the idea
of a publicly funded hospital for the treatment of inebriety. His efforts to realize his vision repeatedly ran
into obstacles, including strong opposition from religious and temperance groups, who refused to consider
alcohol addiction a medical disorder, and a skeptical state legislature. After the asylum finally opened,
funded in part by alcohol-related tax revenues, Turner and other doctors became embroiled in a power
struggle over treatment philosophy, while patients and family members bristled at what they considered
excessive rules and regulations. Within three years Turner had been forced out and the hospital had ceased to
function as an institution specializing in the care of inebriates.

Crowley, a literary scholar, and White, a clinical researcher, have written this book with a broad readership
in mind, including individuals working and living within the worlds of addiction treatment and recovery. At
a time when the treatment of addiction is facing fresh challenges to its core ideas, clinical practices, and
economic infrastructure, the authors show that the lessons of the New York State Inebriate Asylum are no
less relevant to the present than to the past.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Simmons:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the publication untitled Drunkard's Refuge: The Lessons of the New York State Inebriate Asylum
can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Kayla Wilson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Drunkard's Refuge: The Lessons of the New York State Inebriate Asylum your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Drunkard's Refuge: The Lessons of the New York
State Inebriate Asylum giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do
you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Joyce Lynch:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Drunkard's Refuge: The Lessons of the
New York State Inebriate Asylum can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Franklin Crossland:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Drunkard's Refuge: The Lessons of the New York State Inebriate Asylum
can make you experience more interested to read.
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