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Tender, beguiling, suffused with feeling and wit, the remarkable plays of Thornton Wilder occupy a unique
place in American culture. His most celebrated play, Our Town, has achieved iconic status as an expression
of the spirit and pathos of small-town American life; adapted for the movies and the operatic stage, it
continues to resonate with audiences responding to its formal elegance, plainspoken poetry, and moving
evocation of the inevitability of loss.

Collected Plays & Writings on Theater, the most comprehensive one-volume edition of Wilder's work ever
published, takes the measure of his extraordinary career as a dramatist by presenting the complete span of his
achievement, beginning with his early expressionist experiments and daring one-act plays such as "The Long
Christmas Dinner" and "The Happy Journey to Trenton and Camden" (one of Wilder's personal favorites),
ranging through the full flowering of Our Town, The Skin of Our Teeth, and The Matchmaker, and
encompassing the intriguing dramatic projects of his later years, such as his adaptation of the ancient story of
Alcestis (The Alcestiad) and plays written for dramatic cycles based on the Seven Deadly Sins and the varied
ages of an individual's life. Complementing the selection of plays is an illuminating group of essays that
captures Wilder's reflections on his plays and contains a revealing epistolary account of the film adaptation
of Our Town, as well as evaluations of dramatists such as Sophocles, George Bernard Shaw, and the
Austrian satirist Johann Nestroy (whose farce Einen Jux will er sich machen Wilder brilliantly transformed
into The Matchmaker).

Collected Plays & Writings on Theater also includes material never before published: scenes from The
Emporium, an ambitious unfinished play that, emerging out of Wilder's intense engagement with
existentialist philosophy in the postwar years, imagines a Kafkaesque department store whose enigmatic
activities are as inscrutable as the mysteries of life itself; and the complete screenplay Wilder wrote for
Alfred Hitchcock's film Shadow of a Doubt just before reporting for military service in 1942. Although
faithful to the spirit of the film, the screenplay presented here restores Wilder's original dialogue, some of
which (to Wilder's dismay) was altered for the movie. A study of family life, youthful illusions, and the
desperation of a criminal on the run, the Shadow of a Doubt screenplay is a masterful exhibition of the art of
suspense and taut dramatic storytelling, and is an essential part of Wilder's ouevre.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Jackson:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question simply because just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Thornton Wilder:
Collected Plays and Writings on Theater (Library of America) to read.

Kristy Abrahams:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this improve
your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want get
more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy read one along with
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Thornton Wilder: Collected Plays and Writings
on Theater (Library of America) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Guadalupe Leatherman:

Typically the book Thornton Wilder: Collected Plays and Writings on Theater (Library of America) will
bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Thornton Wilder:
Collected Plays and Writings on Theater (Library of America) is much recommended to you to study. You
can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Denise Rutledge:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Thornton Wilder: Collected Plays and
Writings on Theater (Library of America) reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Thornton
Wilder: Collected Plays and Writings on Theater (Library of America) as good book not simply by the cover
but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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