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In a brilliant, nuanced, and wholly original collection of essays, the bestselling and award-winning
author of Brooklyn and The Empty Family offers a fascinating exploration of famous writers’
relationships to their families and their work.

In a brilliant, nuanced and wholly original collection of essays, the novelist and critic Colm Tóibín
explores the relationships of writers to their families and their work.

From Jane Austen’s aunts to Tennessee Williams’s mentally ill sister, the impact of intimate family
dynamics can be seen in many of literature’s greatest works. Tóibín, celebrated both for his award-winning
fiction and his provocative book reviews and essays, and currently the Mellon Professor in the Humanities at
Columbia, traces and interprets those intriguing, eccentric, often twisted family ties in New Ways to Kill Your
Mother. Through the relationship between W. B. Yeats and his father, Thomas Mann and his children, and J.
M. Synge and his mother, Tóibín examines a world of relations, richly comic or savage in its implications. In
Roddy Doyle’s writing on his parents, Tóibín perceives an Ireland reinvented. From the dreams and
nightmares of John Cheever’s journals, Tóibín illuminates this darkly comic misanthrope and his relationship
to his wife and his children. “Educating an intellectual woman,” Cheever remarked, “is like letting a
rattlesnake into the house.” Acutely perceptive and imbued with rare tenderness and wit, New Ways to Kill
Your Mother is a fascinating look at writers’ most influential bonds and a secret key to understanding and
enjoying their work.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Nolan:

The ability that you get from New Ways to Kill Your Mother: Writers and Their Families will be the more
deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but New Ways to Kill Your Mother: Writers and Their Families
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood
through anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific New Ways to Kill
Your Mother: Writers and Their Families instantly.

Katrina Roberts:

Typically the book New Ways to Kill Your Mother: Writers and Their Families will bring someone to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book New Ways to Kill Your Mother: Writers and
Their Families is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so
you can quicker to read the book.

Michael Parker:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping New Ways to Kill Your
Mother: Writers and Their Families that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick New Ways to Kill Your Mother: Writers and
Their Families become your own personal starter.

Roosevelt Alday:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book New Ways to Kill Your
Mother: Writers and Their Families to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy
to study it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to
like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the reserve New Ways to Kill Your Mother: Writers and
Their Families can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what
must you're doing of this time.
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