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In a seventeenth-century English landscape populated with towering political and philosophical figures -
Hobbes, Harrington, Cromwell, Milton, Locke - William Penn (1644-1718) remains a man apart, a figure
whom many know a little, but few know well. In Liberty, Conscience, and Toleration, Andrew Murphy
shows that, despite widespread scholarly neglected, William Penn was a sophisticated political thinker who
contributed in decisive ways to the theory and practice of religious liberty in the early modern Atlantic
world. The book elucidates the various political conflicts in which Penn participated, and the ways in which
they facilitated the development of his political ideas over a forty-old-year political career.

Murphy's picture of Penn's political thinking unfolds over the course of five engaging chapters, which focus
on the main political episodes that occasioned his sustained attention as a political thinker and actor: the
controversy over the Second Conventicle Act (1668-1670); the Popish Plot and Exclusion Crisis (1678-
1681); the founding and settlement of Pennsylvania (1681-1684); and the contentious reign of James II
(1685-1688). The book contextualizes the development of Penn's thought in England and America through
analysis of his published writings in the midst of the religio-political conflicts of Restoration and
Revolutionary England, illuminating the mutual interconnections between Penn's political thought and his
colonizing venture in America.

William Penn played a crucial role in the contentious emergence of religious liberty and remains a singular
figure in the history of liberty of conscience. Penn's remarkable political theorizing provides a window into
the increasingly vocal, organized, and philosophically sophisticated tolerationist movement that gained
strength over the second half of the seventeenth century. Not only did Penn attempt to articulate principles of
religious liberty as a Quaker in England, but he actually governed an American polity and experienced
firsthand the complex relationship between political theory and political practice. Murphy's analysis
highlights Penn's ongoing significance to the broader study of Anglo-American political theory and practice
and the history of political thought. The examination of Penn's political thought ultimately points scholars
toward a new way of understanding the history of political thought and the enterprise of political theory
itself: what it is, where and how it is produced, and how it relates to political practice.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Araiza:

This Liberty, Conscience, and Toleration: The Political Thought of William Penn book is simply not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. This Liberty, Conscience, and Toleration: The Political Thought of
William Penn without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't become worry Liberty, Conscience, and Toleration: The Political Thought of William Penn
can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can
have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Liberty, Conscience, and Toleration: The Political
Thought of William Penn having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Robert Henderson:

The actual book Liberty, Conscience, and Toleration: The Political Thought of William Penn will bring one
to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Liberty, Conscience, and
Toleration: The Political Thought of William Penn is much recommended to you you just read. You can also
get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Lucinda Brown:

The reserve with title Liberty, Conscience, and Toleration: The Political Thought of William Penn posesses a
lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular
book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you
can read the idea anywhere you want.

Phyllis Greenfield:

Why? Because this Liberty, Conscience, and Toleration: The Political Thought of William Penn is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were
being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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