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America confronts a jobs crisis that has two faces. The first is obvious when we read the newspapers or talk
with our friends and neighbors: there are simply not enough jobs to go around. The second jobs crisis is more
subtle but no less serious: far too many jobs fall below the standard that most Americans would consider
decent work. A quarter of working adults are trapped in jobs that do not provide living wages, health
insurance, or much hope of upward mobility. The problem spans all races and ethnic groups and includes
both native-born Americans and immigrants. But Good Jobs America provides examples from industries
ranging from food services and retail to manufacturing and hospitals to demonstrate that bad jobs can be
made into good ones. Paul Osterman and Beth Shulman make a rigorous argument that by enacting policies
to help employers improve job quality we can create better jobs, and futures, for all workers.

Good Jobs America dispels several myths about low-wage work and job quality. The book demonstrates that
mobility out of the low-wage market is a chimera—far too many adults remain trapped in poor-quality jobs.
Osterman and Shulman show that while education and training are important, policies aimed at improving
earnings equality are essential to lifting workers out of poverty. The book also demolishes the myth that such
policies would slow economic growth. The experiences of countries such as France, Germany, and the
Netherlands, show that it is possible to mandate higher job standards while remaining competitive in
international markets. Good Jobs America shows that both government and the firms that hire low-wage
workers have important roles to play in improving the quality of low-wage jobs. Enforcement agencies might
bolster the effectiveness of existing regulations by exerting pressure on parent companies, enabling effects to
trickle down to the subsidiaries and sub-contractors where low-wage jobs are located. States like New York
have already demonstrated that involving community and advocacy groups—such as immigrant rights
organizations, social services agencies, and unions—in the enforcement process helps decrease workplace
violations. And since better jobs reduce turnover and improve performance, career ladder programs within
firms help create positions employees can aspire to. But in order for ladder programs to work, firms must
also provide higher rungs—the career advancement opportunities workers need to get ahead.

Low-wage employment occupies a significant share of the American labor market, but most of these jobs
offer little and lead nowhere. Good Jobs America reappraises what we know about job quality and low-wage
employment and makes a powerful argument for our obligation to help the most vulnerable workers. A core
principle of U.S. society is that good jobs be made accessible to all. This book proposes that such a goal is
possible if we are committed to realizing it.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Stiffler:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question
mainly because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Good Jobs America to read.

Mary Young:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One
of them is this Good Jobs America.

Linda White:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Good Jobs America or even others sources
were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them
to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Good Jobs America to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Billy Doyle:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. Through the
book Good Jobs America we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be
creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life at this book Good Jobs America. You can more inviting than now.
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