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Byzantium. The name evokes grandeur and exoticism--gold, cunning, and complexity. In this unique book,
Judith Herrin unveils the riches of a quite different civilization. Avoiding a standard chronological account
of the Byzantine Empire's millennium--long history, she identifies the fundamental questions about
Byzantium--what it was, and what special significance it holds for us today.

Bringing the latest scholarship to a general audience in accessible prose, Herrin focuses each short chapter
around a representative theme, event, monument, or historical figure, and examines it within the full sweep
of Byzantine history--from the foundation of Constantinople, the magnificent capital city built by
Constantine the Great, to its capture by the Ottoman Turks.

She argues that Byzantium's crucial role as the eastern defender of Christendom against Muslim expansion
during the early Middle Ages made Europe--and the modern Western world--possible. Herrin captivates us
with her discussions of all facets of Byzantine culture and society. She walks us through the complex
ceremonies of the imperial court. She describes the transcendent beauty and power of the church of Hagia
Sophia, as well as chariot races, monastic spirituality, diplomacy, and literature. She reveals the fascinating
worlds of military usurpers and ascetics, eunuchs and courtesans, and artisans who fashioned the silks, icons,
ivories, and mosaics so readily associated with Byzantine art.

An innovative history written by one of our foremost scholars, Byzantium reveals this great civilization's rise
to military and cultural supremacy, its spectacular destruction by the Fourth Crusade, and its revival and final
conquest in 1453.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Murry:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Byzantium: The Surprising Life of a
Medieval Empire is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Maribel Davenport:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Byzantium: The Surprising Life of a Medieval
Empire as your daily resource information.

Soledad Neeley:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they
also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this Byzantium: The
Surprising Life of a Medieval Empire.

Anna Hart:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be learn.
Byzantium: The Surprising Life of a Medieval Empire can be your answer as it can be read by a person who
have those short time problems.
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