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In a little more than a decade, economist Michael A. Lebowitz has written several major works about the
transition from socialism to capitalism: Beyond Capital(winner of the Deutscher Prize), Build It Now, The
Socialist Alternative, and The Contradictions of “Real Socialism.” Here, he develops and deepens the
analysis contained in those pathbreaking works by tracing major issues in socialist thought from the
nineteenth century through the twenty-first.

Lebowitz explores the obvious but almost universally ignored fact that as human beings work together to
produce society’s goods and services, we also “produce” something else: namely, ourselves. Human beings
are shaped by circumstances, and any vision of socialism that ignores this fact is bound to fail, or, at best,
reproduce the alienation of labor that is endemic to capitalism. But how can people transform their
circumstances in a way that allows them to re-organize production and, at the same time, fulfill their human
potential? Lebowitz sets out to answer this question first by examining Marx’s Critique of the Gotha
Programme, and from there investigates the experiences of the Soviet Union and more recent efforts to build
socialism in Venezuela. He argues that socialism in the twenty-first century must be animated by a central
vision, in three parts: social ownership of the means of production, social production organized by workers,
and the satisfaction of communal needs and communal purposes. These essays repay careful reading and
reflection, and prove Lebowitz to be one of the foremost Marxist thinkers of this era.
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From reader reviews:

James Senters:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the top listing in
your reading list is usually The Socialist Imperative: From Gotha to Now. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.

Mary Sylvester:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve The Socialist Imperative: From Gotha to Now was filled with regards to science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Matthew Brown:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
and can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Socialist Imperative: From Gotha to Now can make you really feel
more interested to read.

Thomas Baldwin:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
book The Socialist Imperative: From Gotha to Now we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your
aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book The Socialist Imperative: From Gotha to
Now. You can more attractive than now.
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