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Ernest Dunlop Swinton is a military professional with experience in the Boer War who wrote this famous
short book based on a series of thoughts he had on how an infantry unit with only 50 men could defend a
river crossing. Through the perspective of a young Lieutenant, you are given the terrain features, the political
situation, conflict with civilians and limits on your own military support. There is a brief history of the war
with the "Dutch" and then your Lieutenant receives his assignment. With the use of maps, there are six
scenarios of the Lieutenants approach to defending the crossing (drift). Each scenario is acted out and with
each of the first five scenarios there are several lessons learned such as the effect of enfilading fire, the
limitations of a simple trench, the use of the military crest versus being located on top of the hill, the effect
the local sympathetic population may have on aiding guerrilla fighters, the effect of surprise, disguising your
defense from view, proper posting of sentries and responsibilities, how to combat artillery, dealing with
multiple directions of attack, using the terrain to advantage and on. As the Lieutenant in each scenario learns
from his mistakes, he alters the outcome to his advantage but only incrementally. Only at the end and sixth
scenario does he get it right but with realistic loss. The same map is introduced in each scenario with defense
features matching the new defensive tactics. “The Defence of Duffer’s Drift” is a fascinating book for all
interested in basic infantry tactics, which has been used as a training manual for militaries worldwide. This is
a very readable book that can be read in less than 2 hours time. Applicable to any war but this book would be
interesting to read with an account of Rappahannock Station, which was a spearhead position held by
Confederates in advance of Lee's line on November 7, 1863 where Meade's forces overwhelmed the
defenders and took almost 3,000 prisoners. Duffer's Drift would be very applicable in that situation.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Long:

The book The Defence of Duffer's Drift can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book The Defence of Duffer's Drift? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Defence of Duffer's Drift has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open
up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Athena Thornton:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be The Defence of Duffer's Drift why because the amazing cover
that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

William Luke:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is The Defence of Duffer's Drift this e-book consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Amy Smith:

This The Defence of Duffer's Drift is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information
mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else
you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Defence of Duffer's Drift can be the light
food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone.
These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is
the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life and



knowledge.
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