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How did a scrawny black kid—the son of a barber and a domestic who grew up in Harlem and
Trenton—become the 106th mayor of New York City? It’s a remarkable journey. David Norman Dinkins
was born in 1927, joined the Marine Corps in the waning days of World War II, went to Howard University
on the G.I. Bill, graduated cum laude with a degree in mathematics in 1950, and married Joyce Burrows,
whose father, Daniel Burrows, had been a state assemblyman well-versed in the workings of New York’s
political machine. It was his father-in-law who suggested the young mathematician might make an even
better politician once he also got his law degree.

The political career of David Dinkins is set against the backdrop of the rising influence of a broader
demographic in New York politics, including far greater segments of the city’s “gorgeous mosaic.” After a
brief stint as a New York assemblyman, Dinkins was nominated as a deputy mayor by Abe Beame in 1973,
but ultimately declined because he had not filed his income tax returns on time. Down but not out, he
pursued his dedication to public service, first by serving as city clerk. In 1986, Dinkins was elected
Manhattan borough president, and in 1989, he defeated Ed Koch and Rudy Giuliani to become mayor of
New York City, the largest American city to elect an African American mayor.

As the newly-elected mayor of a city in which crime had risen precipitously in the years prior to his taking
office, Dinkins vowed to attack the problems and not the victims. Despite facing a budget deficit, he hired
thousands of police officers, more than any other mayoral administration in the twentieth century, and
launched the “Safe Streets, Safe City” program, which fundamentally changed how police fought crime. For
the first time in decades, crime rates began to fall—a trend that continues to this day. Among his other major
successes, Mayor Dinkins brokered a deal that kept the US Open Tennis Championships in New
York—bringing hundreds of millions of dollars to the city annually—and launched the revitalization of
Times Square after decades of decay, all the while deflecting criticism and some outright racism with a
seemingly unflappable demeanor. Criticized by some for his handling of the Crown Heights riots in 1991,
Dinkins describes in these pages a very different version of events.

A Mayor’s Life is a revealing look at a devoted public servant and a New Yorker in love with his city, who
led that city during tumultuous times.
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From reader reviews:

James Williamson:

Within other case, little persons like to read book A Mayor's Life: Governing New York's Gorgeous Mosaic.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important
some sort of book A Mayor's Life: Governing New York's Gorgeous Mosaic. You can add information and
of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget.
It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Kelly Thompson:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book A Mayor's Life: Governing New York's Gorgeous
Mosaic will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Joshua Parsons:

The book A Mayor's Life: Governing New York's Gorgeous Mosaic can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book A
Mayor's Life: Governing New York's Gorgeous Mosaic? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share
all of these. Book A Mayor's Life: Governing New York's Gorgeous Mosaic has simple shape but you know:
it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it
is very wonderful.

Kara Navarrete:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the publication untitled A Mayor's Life: Governing New York's Gorgeous Mosaic can
be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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