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In his Wiles Lectures for 1977 Professor Roberts examines some of the problems raised by Sweden's brief
career as a great power, and seeks to answer some of the questions that flow from them. Were the underlying
considerations which prompted the unexpected development geopolitical, or social, or economic? How was
it possible to produce the financial resources and the manpower which the enterprise demanded? How far
was seventeenth-century Sweden a militarized society? What importance had official propaganda and
national myths? Did the consititutional situation help to make an expansionist foreign policy easier? The
structure of the empire is next examined: its administration, the ties that held it together, the differing
interests of the provinces, the varying responses of the metropolitan power was there, in fact, anything
deserving the name of an imperial policy? How did the provinces view the Swedish connexion? In a final
chapter the author tries to answer the question why, if Sweden could acquire an empire without undue strain,
she could not retain it; why the collapse was so rapid and so total; and whether her career as a great power
had real relevance to the country's subsequent history. On almost all these topics little information is
available in English, and no comparable treatment of them on this scale exists in any language.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Hall:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of The Swedish Imperial
Experience 1560-1718 (Cambridge Paperback Library) book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Francisca Varney:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular The Swedish Imperial Experience 1560-
1718 (Cambridge Paperback Library) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Marcus Huskins:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Swedish Imperial Experience
1560-1718 (Cambridge Paperback Library), you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish
to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it,
oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Rodney Natale:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Swedish Imperial
Experience 1560-1718 (Cambridge Paperback Library) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's notice.
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