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In vast swathes of America, the sacredness of the Second Amendment has become a political third rail, never
to be questioned. Gun rights supporters wear tri-cornered hats, wave the stars and stripes, and ask what
would have happened if the revolutionaries had been unarmed when the British were coming. They have had
great success in conflating unfettered gun ownership with the Founding Fathers, the Constitution, and all
things American, even in an era of repeated mass shootings. Yet the all-too-familiar narrative of America's
gun past, echoed in the Supreme Court's Heller gun rights decision, is not only mythologized, but historically
wrong.

As Robert J. Spitzer demonstrates in Guns across America, gun ownership is as old as the nation, but so is
gun regulation. Drawing on a vast new dataset of early gun laws reflecting every imaginable type of
regulation, Spitzer reveals that firearms were actually more strictly regulated in the country's first three
centuries than in recent years. The first "gun grabbers" were not 1960's Chablis-drinking liberals, but
seventeenth century rum-guzzling pioneers, and their legacy continued through strict gun regulations in the
1920s and beyond. Spitzer examines interpretations of the Second Amendment, the assault weapons
controversy, modern "stand your ground" laws, and the so-called "right of rebellion" to show that they play
out in America's contemporary political landscape in ways that bear little resemblance to our imagined past.
And as gun rights proponents seek to roll back gun laws and press as many guns into as many hands as
possible, warning that gun rights are endangered, they sidestep the central question: are stricter gun laws
incompatible with robust gun rights? Spitzer answers this question by examining New York State's tough
gun laws, where his political analysis is complemented by his own quest for a concealed carry handgun
permit and construction of a legal AR-15 assault weapon.

Not only can gun rights and rules coexist, but they have throughout American history. Guns across America
reveals the long-hidden truth: that gun regulations are in fact as American as apple pie
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From reader reviews:

Lavinia Arthur:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for us. The book Guns across America: Reconciling Gun Rules and Rights was
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The e-book Guns across America: Reconciling Gun Rules and Rights is not only giving
you more new information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book Guns across
America: Reconciling Gun Rules and Rights. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

Ernest Baker:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Guns across America: Reconciling
Gun Rules and Rights reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Guns across
America: Reconciling Gun Rules and Rights as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is
one e-book that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense
to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Aaron Williams:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in the
top list in your reading list is definitely Guns across America: Reconciling Gun Rules and Rights. This book
and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

David Wade:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide Guns across America: Reconciling Gun Rules and Rights was
filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.
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