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In early 2011 an elderly Alawite shaykh lamented the long history of oppression and aggression against his
people. Against such collective memories the Syrian uprising was viewed by many Alawites, and observers,
as a revanchist Sunni Muslim movement and the gravest threat yet to the unorthodox Shi'a sub-sect. This
explained why the Alawites largely remained loyal to the Ba'athist regime of Bashar al-Asad.

But was Alawite history really a constant tale of oppression and was the Syrian uprising of 2011 really an
existential threat to the Alawites? This book surveys Alawite history from the sect's inception in Abbasid
Iraq up to the start of the uprising in 2011. The book shows how Alawite identity and political behaviour
have been shaped by a cycle of insecurity that has prevented the group from achieving either genuine social
integration or long term security. Rather than being the gravest threat yet to the sect, the Syrian uprising, in
the context of the Arab Spring, was quite possibly a historic opportunity for the Alawites to finally break free
from their cycle of fear.
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From reader reviews:

Faye Wilson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Cycle of Fear: Syria's Alawites in War and Peace. Try to the
actual book Cycle of Fear: Syria's Alawites in War and Peace as your buddy. It means that it can to be your
friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Todd Jacob:

The book Cycle of Fear: Syria's Alawites in War and Peace make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure
or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Cycle of Fear: Syria's
Alawites in War and Peace to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if
you like open and read a book Cycle of Fear: Syria's Alawites in War and Peace. Kinds of book are a lot of.
It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Mason Childress:

The book Cycle of Fear: Syria's Alawites in War and Peace has a lot associated with on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author.
The author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Marcie Johnson:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you have to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books.
One of many books in the top list in your reading list is Cycle of Fear: Syria's Alawites in War and Peace.
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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