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In Victorian England there was only one fail-safe authority on matters ranging from fashion to puddings to
scullery maids: Beeton’s Book of Household Management. In this delightful, superbly researched biography,
award-winning historian Kathryn Hughes pulls back the lace curtains to reveal the woman behind the book--
Mrs. Beeton, the first domestic diva of the modern age--and explores the life of the book itself.

Isabella Beeton was a twenty-one-year-old newlywed with only six months’ experience running her own
home when--coaxed by her husband, a struggling publisher--she began to compile her book of recipes and
domestic advice. The aspiring mother hardly suspected that her name would become synonymous with
housewifery for generations.  Nor would the women who turned to the book for guidance ever have guessed
that its author lived in a simple house in the suburbs with a single maid-of-all-work instead of presiding over
a well-run estate. Isabella would die at twenty-eight, shortly after the book's publication, never knowing the
extent of her legacy.

As her survivors faced bankruptcy, sexual scandal and a bitter family feud that lasted more than a century,
Mrs. Beeton’s book became an institution. For an exploding population of the newly affluent, it prescribed
not only how to cook and clean but ways to cope with the social flux of the emerging consumer culture: how
to plan a party for ten, whip up a hair pomade or calculate how much money was needed to permit the hiring
of a footman. In the twentieth century, Mrs. Beeton would be accused of plagiarism, blamed for the dire state
of British cookery and used to market everything from biscuits to meat pies.

This elegant, revelatory portrait of a lady journalist, as she lived and as she existed in the minds of her
readers, is also a vivid picture of Victorian home life and its attendant anxieties, nostalgia, and aspirations--
not so different from those felt in America today.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Marcil:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this The Short Life and Long Times of Mrs. Beeton: The First Domestic Goddess.

Christopher Crow:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Short Life and Long
Times of Mrs. Beeton: The First Domestic Goddess. All type of book could you see on many options. You
can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Martha Howell:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire
day to reading a guide. The book The Short Life and Long Times of Mrs. Beeton: The First Domestic
Goddess it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often
the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but
this book offers high quality.

Helen Williams:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. The Short Life and Long Times of Mrs. Beeton: The First Domestic Goddess can be
your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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