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The magnum opus of versatile Renaissance humanist Konrad Gesner was undoubtedly his 4-volume
'Historia animalium,' first published in the mid-16th century. It brought together all that Renaissance man
knew or imagined about he animal kingdom in a prodigious text and hundreds of magnificent woodcut
illustrations, executed by the finest artists of Gesner's time. With an eye to modern interest and utility,
commercial artist and designer Edmund Gillon has selected 190 of the best woodcuts from the 'Historia' and
from its adaptations and sequels.

The 190 creatures in this volume were drawn from medieval bestiaries, religious allegories, and exaggerated
descriptions by sailors and explorers as well as from scientific accounts and empiric observation. These
illustrations represent the zenith of the artist's conception and the woodcutter's skill in the 16th century.
Included are some frankly fantastic animals such as a 7-headed hydra, an ichthyocentaur, sea monsters, as
well more prosaic animals such as deer, ducks, and dogfish. Some illustrations, such as an ape, cat or eagle,
are strikingly modern in form and content; others, such as a seahorse ridden by Neptune, a giraffe six times
the size of man, and an elephant with segmented truck and umbrella-like ears, are distinctively medieval.
Unicorns, crosses and assorted others represent the world of heraldry, as well.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Larabee:

The book Curious Woodcuts of Fanciful and Real Beasts: A Selection of 190 Sixteenth-Century Woodcuts
from Gesner's and Topsell's Natural (Dover Pictorial Archives) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Curious Woodcuts of
Fanciful and Real Beasts: A Selection of 190 Sixteenth-Century Woodcuts from Gesner's and Topsell's
Natural (Dover Pictorial Archives)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one
aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Curious Woodcuts of Fanciful and Real Beasts: A Selection of 190 Sixteenth-Century Woodcuts
from Gesner's and Topsell's Natural (Dover Pictorial Archives) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it
has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Edna Dixon:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Curious Woodcuts
of Fanciful and Real Beasts: A Selection of 190 Sixteenth-Century Woodcuts from Gesner's and Topsell's
Natural (Dover Pictorial Archives) suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Curious Woodcuts of Fanciful and Real Beasts: A Selection of 190 Sixteenth-
Century Woodcuts from Gesner's and Topsell's Natural (Dover Pictorial Archives)is one of several books in
which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this
guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a
great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Elizabeth Smith:

Curious Woodcuts of Fanciful and Real Beasts: A Selection of 190 Sixteenth-Century Woodcuts from
Gesner's and Topsell's Natural (Dover Pictorial Archives) can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Curious Woodcuts of
Fanciful and Real Beasts: A Selection of 190 Sixteenth-Century Woodcuts from Gesner's and Topsell's
Natural (Dover Pictorial Archives) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.



Elda Baggett:

This Curious Woodcuts of Fanciful and Real Beasts: A Selection of 190 Sixteenth-Century Woodcuts from
Gesner's and Topsell's Natural (Dover Pictorial Archives) is great publication for you because the content
which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Curious Woodcuts of Fanciful and Real Beasts: A Selection of 190 Sixteenth-Century Woodcuts from
Gesner's and Topsell's Natural (Dover Pictorial Archives) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or
fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt in which?
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