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What makes fashionistas willing to pay a small fortune for a particular designer accessory? Why does a
special occasion only become really special when a champagne cork pops? Why are diamonds the status
symbol gemstone, instantly signifying wealth, power, and even emotional commitment?

Writing with great élan, one of the foremost authorities on seventeenth-century French culture provides the
answer to these and other fascinating questions in her account of how, at one glittering moment in history,
the French under Louis XIV set the standards of sophistication, style, and glamour that still rule our lives
today. Joan DeJean takes us back to the birth of haute cuisine, the first appearance of celebrity hairdressers,
chic cafés, nightlife, and fashion in elegant dress that extended well beyond the limited confines of court
circles. And Paris was the magical center -- the destination of travelers all across Europe.

Full of wit, dash, and verve, The Essence of Style will delight fans of history and everybody who wonders
about the elusive definition of good taste.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Young:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question since just their can
do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on guardería until university need this specific The Essence of Style: How the French Invented High
Fashion, Fine Food, Chic Cafes, Style, Sophistication, and Glamour to read.

Grady Comer:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can update themselves
by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is you don't know
what kind you should start with. This The Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine
Food, Chic Cafes, Style, Sophistication, and Glamour is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Michael Ramsey:

The actual book The Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic Cafes, Style,
Sophistication, and Glamour will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The
book The Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic Cafes, Style,
Sophistication, and Glamour is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

David Trudeau:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Essence of Style: How the
French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic Cafes, Style, Sophistication, and Glamour that give your fun
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as
the means for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick
The Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic Cafes, Style, Sophistication,
and Glamour become your current starter.
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