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The detective got the praise, but the dog did the digging.

I had reached the top of the stairs when I heard a small gasping cry from a room towards the back of the
building.
‘Shall I kill the dog, Mr O’Neil?’ A cold voice asked and my heart fell.
‘No Sean. We need her to ensure our host’s further co-operation.’ A more cultivated, but infinitely colder
man replied with a cruel sarcasm, ‘anyway the poor dog didn’t write that note so I think the guilty should
suffer.’
‘What are you going to do then?’ There was an air of gloating anticipation in the first voice.
‘Nothing much,’ O’Neil replied. ‘I think I’ll just cut off a finger, just so he knows I mean what I say.’
Beside me, Canary gave a small shocked meow and glancing at her, I saw her claws extend.
‘Not now, little one,’ I spoke reassuringly. ‘This is dog’s work. When I’ve finished they won’t be interested in
hurting your human.’
I looked round the doorjamb to see a middle-aged man struggling against a tough, labouring type who was
trying to lay his victim’s hand flat on a table. O’Neil stood with his back to the door a large vicious knife
dangling loosely in his right hand.
On the other side of the room, a partly open window looked out on a dingy yard. I needed a distraction so I
threw the dynamite, as one would toss a dead rat, over the head of O’Neil and, to my complete amazement,
watched it fly straight through the window.
I hurled myself towards O’Neil and bit him very hard just below the back of the knee. It was a bite to be
proud of; I felt my teeth shear through trousers, skin and flesh until they grated on bone. He screamed, the
sound shocking in that small room and, straightening suddenly, overbalanced backwards, his cruel knife
flying from his hand.
I am not a terrier and know that when you are outnumbered it is better to bite and run rather than just keep
savaging your first target. I gathered myself and jumped for the window. It was a tight fit, but I managed to
squeeze through but not before something heavy cracked down on my right hip and I fell into the rough yard
outside.
‘Get that dog,’ I heard O’Neil scream, his voice distorted into a pained falsetto.
‘You want us to bring the dog?’ a new voice asked, somewhat sleepily.
‘No, you fool, just the tag. Leave the dog in a gutter somewhere.’ The voice paused, and then continued, ‘I’ll
give a guinea to whichever one of you brings me its tail.’
To stay was to die! I snatched up the dynamite and looked around…

The book consists of twelve linked stories that deal with the cases of Richard Thompson who is a Scotland
Yard detective in Victorian Britain. Unlike Sherlock Holmes the hero is a member of the official police
service. What gives these stories their special twist is that they are narrated by Snuffles, who is the
Inspector’s Springer Spaniel.



Snuffles is an extremely likeable narrator although he is quite arrogant in some of his opinions and has a
tendency towards bad puns, he is, however, a dog it would be a pleasure to know.

The settings for these stories range from the foggy streets of Victorian London to the grand country houses
familiar to us from the Poirot stories and Downton Abbey. The prejudice that existed between different
classes forms a theme (uncomfortable to our modern views) that runs through the book giving it a true
flavour of its period.

Although Richard Thompson is a very good detective we learn that most of his cases are actually solved by
Snuffles who interviews the animal witnesses. The dog is left with the problem of telling his master what he
has learnt without revealing that he can talk. All I will say is that he is a most resourceful Spaniel.

Between each of the cases there is a journal entry written by Isobel Fraser a young American heiress who has
been sent to Britain by her parents to end her infatuation with an adventurer. Her presence turns the book
into a romance as her relationship with one of the main characters proves
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From reader reviews:

Frances Small:

The knowledge that you get from The Barker's Dozen - Reminiscences of an Early Police Dog is a more
deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Barker's Dozen - Reminiscences of an Early Police
Dog giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can
be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. That
book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this The Barker's Dozen -
Reminiscences of an Early Police Dog instantly.

James Hubbard:

This book untitled The Barker's Dozen - Reminiscences of an Early Police Dog to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Ella Woods:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about
the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this
The Barker's Dozen - Reminiscences of an Early Police Dog.

Michael Medellin:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or
real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Barker's Dozen - Reminiscences of an Early Police Dog can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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