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*Includes pictures *Includes accounts written by newspapers, railroad workers and executives *Includes a
bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents “The necessity that now exists for constructing
lines of railroad and telegraphic communication between the Atlantic and Pacific coasts of this continent is
no longer a question for argument; it is conceded by every one. In order to maintain our present position on
the Pacific, we must have some more speedy and direct means of intercourse than is at present afforded by
the route through the possessions of a foreign power.” – 1856 report made by the Select Committee on the
Pacific Railroad and Telegraph of the U.S. House of Representatives The Transcontinental Railroad, laid
across the United States during the 1860s, remains the very epitome of contradiction. On the one hand, it was
a triumph of engineering skills over thousands of miles of rough terrain, but on the other hand, it drained the
natural resources in those places nearly dry. It “civilized” the American West by making it easier for women
and children to travel there, but it dispossessed Native American civilizations that had lived there for
generations. It made the careers of many men and destroyed the lives from many others. It was bold and
careless, ingenious and cruel, gentle and violent, and it enriched some and bankrupted others. In short, it was
the best and worst of 19th century America in action. As settlers pushed west and the Gold Rush brought an
influx of Americans to California, the need for something like the Transcontinental Railroad was apparent to
the government in the 1850s, and with the help of private companies, government officials conducted all
kinds of land surveys in order to plot a course. Of course, even once a route was chosen, the backbreaking
work itself had to be done to connect railroad lines across the span of nearly 2,000 miles. This required an
incredible amount of manpower, often consisting of unskilled laborers engaging in dangerous work, and the
financial resources poured into it were also extreme. J. . O. Wilder, a Central Pacific-Southern Pacific
employee, described a typical scene: “The Chinese were as steady, hard-working a set of men as could be
found. With the exception of a few whites at the west end of Tunnel No. 6, the laboring force was entirely
composed of Chinamen with white foremen and a ‘boss/translator’. A single foreman (often Irish) with a
gang of 30 to 40 Chinese men generally constituted the force at work at each end of a tunnel; of these, 12 to
15 men worked on the heading, and the rest on the bottom, removing blasted material. When a gang was
small or the men were needed elsewhere, the bottoms were worked with fewer men or stopped so as to keep
the headings going.” Ultimately, the project was considered so important that work on it progressed
throughout the Civil War, and it took the better part of the 1860s before it was finally completed. Once the
railroad was in place, it proved a boon to building up the American West, especially the Southwest and
Pacific Northwest in places like Nevada, Utah, Wyoming, Colorado, Oregon and Washington. The
Transcontinental Railroad chronicles the construction of the railroad that connected America’s coasts. Along
with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about the Transcontinental Railroad like
never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Irving Hansen:

The book The Transcontinental Railroad: The History and Legacy of the First Rail Line Spanning the United
States gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much
more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make reading through a book The Transcontinental Railroad: The History and Legacy of
the First Rail Line Spanning the United States being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if
you like open up and read a guide The Transcontinental Railroad: The History and Legacy of the First Rail
Line Spanning the United States. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Debra Lovern:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular The Transcontinental
Railroad: The History and Legacy of the First Rail Line Spanning the United States book as starter and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Kimberly Pratt:

The book untitled The Transcontinental Railroad: The History and Legacy of the First Rail Line Spanning
the United States contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to
read that. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary
works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you
can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official
web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Tonya Quick:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The Transcontinental Railroad: The History and Legacy of
the First Rail Line Spanning the United States was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As
we know that book The Transcontinental Railroad: The History and Legacy of the First Rail Line Spanning
the United States has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case



and try to like reading that.
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