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For nearly a thousand years the brilliant analysis of aesthetic experience set forth in the Locana of
Abhinavagupta, India's founding literary critic, has dominated traditional Indian theory on poetics and
aesthetics. The Locana, presented here in English translation for the first time, is a commentary on the ninth-
century Dhvanyaloka of Anandavardhana, which is itself the pivotal work in the history of Indian poetics.

The Dhvanyaloka revolutionized Sanskrit literary theory by proposing that the main goal of good poetry is
the evocation of a mood or "flavor" (rasa) and that this process can be explained only by recognizing a
semantic power beyond denotation and metaphor, namely, the power of suggestion. On the basis of this
analysis the Locana develops a theory of the psychology of aesthetic response.

This edition is the first to make the two most influential works of traditional Sanskrit literary and aesthetic
theory fully accessible to readers who want to know more about Sanskrit literature. The editorial annotations
furnish the most complete exposition available of the history and content of these works. In addition, the
verses presented as examples by both authors (offered here in verse translation) form an anthology of some
of the finest Sanskrit and Prakrit poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Grogan:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer
that question because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of The Dhvanyaloka of
Anandavardhana with the Locana of Abhinavagupta (Harvard Oriental Series) to read.

Donna Kerns:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Dhvanyaloka of Anandavardhana
with the Locana of Abhinavagupta (Harvard Oriental Series) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Kristen Mazur:

The book The Dhvanyaloka of Anandavardhana with the Locana of Abhinavagupta (Harvard Oriental
Series) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea
is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book The
Dhvanyaloka of Anandavardhana with the Locana of Abhinavagupta (Harvard Oriental Series) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Benjamin Martinez:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The Dhvanyaloka of Anandavardhana with the Locana of Abhinavagupta (Harvard Oriental
Series) can make you sense more interested to read.
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