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Traversing the no-man's-land of political loyalty and betrayal, Broken Soldiers documents the fierce battle
for the minds and hearts of American prisoners during the Korean War. In scorching detail, Raymond Lech
describes the soldiers' day-to-day experiences in prisoner-of-war camps and the shocking treatment some of
them received at the hands of their own countrymen after the war. Why, he asks, were only fourteen
American soldiers tried as collaborators when thousands of others who admitted to some of the same
offenses were not? Drawing on some 60,000 pages of court-martial transcripts Lech secured through the
Freedom of Information Act, Broken Soldiers documents the appalling treatment and the sophisticated
propagandizing to which American POWs fell victim during the Korean conflict. Three thousand American
soldiers perished in North Korean camps over the winter of 1950-51, most from starvation. Through the
unsentimental testimony of survivors, Lech describes how these young men, filthy and lice-infested, lost an
average of 40 percent of their body weight. Many also lost their powers of resistance and their grip on
soldierly conduct. subjected to a relentless campaign to educate them to the virtues of communism.
Bombarded with propaganda, the Americans were organized into study groups and forced to discuss and
write about communism and Marxism, even to broadcast harangues against capitalist aggression and appeals
for an end to the war. Lech traces the spiral of debilitation and compromise, showing how parroting certain
phrases came to seem a small price to pay for physical safety. Threatened with starvation and indefinite
confinement in Korea, many POWs succumbed to pressure to mouth communist slogans and provide
information far in excess of the regulation name, rank, and service number. Of the thousands of American
soldiers who, while prisoners in North Korea, spoke and wrote favorably of communism and disparaged their
country, a handful were charged with collaborating with the enemy. Why were so few singled out? Why did
each branch of the armed services judge parallel circumstances differently, and why were American soldiers
not realistically prepared for capture? troubling questions that remain unanswered decades after the events.
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From reader reviews:

Randy Anderson:

Here thing why this particular Broken Soldiers are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious
as food or not. Broken Soldiers giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with Broken Soldiers. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Broken Soldiers in e-book can be your option.

Patrice Gasaway:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about
the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
Broken Soldiers.

Daniel Slater:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Broken Soldiers that give
your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be
said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world.
It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you
are able to pick Broken Soldiers become your personal starter.

Carlton Wood:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Broken Soldiers to make your own
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try
to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially.
It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book
Broken Soldiers can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of these time.
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