
The Apollo Program: The History and Legacy of
America's Most Famous Space Missions

Charles River Editors

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B013H3MHAM
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B013H3MHAM
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B013H3MHAM


The Apollo Program: The History and Legacy of America's
Most Famous Space Missions

Charles River Editors

The Apollo Program: The History and Legacy of America's Most Famous Space Missions Charles
River Editors
*Includes pictures
*Chronicles the Apollo program from beginning to end, profiling Apollo 1, Apollo 11, and Apollo 13
*Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading
*Includes a table of contents

The Apollo space program is the most famous and celebrated in American history, but the first successful
landing of men on the Moon during Apollo 11 had complicated roots dating back over a decade, and it also
involved one of NASA’s most infamous tragedies. Landing on the Moon presented an ideal goal all on its
own, but the government’s urgency in designing the Apollo program was actually brought about by the
Soviet Union, which spent much of the 1950s leaving the United States in its dust (and rocket fuel). In 1957,
at a time when people were concerned about communism and nuclear war, many Americans were dismayed
by news that the Soviet Union was successfully launching satellites into orbit.

Among those concerned was President Dwight D. Eisenhower, whose space program was clearly lagging a
few years behind the Soviets’ space program. From 1959-1963, the United States worked toward putting
satellites and humans into orbit via the Mercury program, but Eisenhower’s administration was already
designing plans for the Apollo program by 1960, a year before the first Russian orbited the Earth and two
years before John Glenn became the first American to orbit the Earth.

On May 25, 1961, President John F. Kennedy addressed Congress and asked the nation to “commit itself to
achieving the goal, before this decade is out, of landing a man on the Moon and returning him safely to the
Earth.” Given America’s inability to even put a man in orbit yet, this seemed like an overly ambitious goal,
and it isn’t even clear that Kennedy himself believed it possible; after all, he was reluctant to meet NASA
Administrator James E. Webb’s initial funding requests.

As Apollo 11’s name suggests, there were actually a number of Apollo missions that came before, many of
which included testing the rockets and different orbital and lunar modules in orbit. In fact, it wasn’t until
Apollo 8 that a manned vehicle was sent towards the Moon and back, and before that mission, the most
famous Apollo mission was Apollo 1, albeit for all the wrong reasons.

Over the decade, NASA would spend tens of billions on the Apollo missions, the most expensive peacetime
program in American history to that point, and even though Apollo 11 was only one of almost 20 Apollo
missions, it was certainly the crown jewel. only one of nearly 20 Apollo missions conducted by NASA. And
to make Apollo 11 a success, it would take nearly a decade of planning by government officials, hard work
by NASA scientists, intense training by the astronauts, and several missions preceding Apollo 11. It also cost
over $20 billion, making the Apollo program the most expensive peacetime program in American history at
the time.

Apollo 12 successfully landed astronauts on the Moon just a few months after Apollo 11’s successful
mission. Apollo 12 was actually more successful than Apollo 11 from the standpoint of fulfilling the mission



objectives, but it was naturally overshadowed since it did not come first. Another reason Apollo 12 is mostly
forgotten today can be credited to the dramatic and fateful Apollo 13 mission, which took twists and turns
nobody could have predicted when it launched on April 11, 1970. Apollo 13’s mission was to land on the
Moon near the Fra Mauro highlands, which were hills that had somehow formed in the middle of a huge
crater tens of miles wide. The mission was supposed to test for seismic activity and take samples to analyze
the crater and try to find an explanation for the formation of the hills. Of course, as is widely known today,
Apollo 13 never made the landing.

By the end of the Apollo program, NASA had already begun designing and developing the Space Shuttle
Program, which would provide reusable vehicles for manned space travel.
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From reader reviews:

Lynn Gowen:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This The Apollo Program: The History and Legacy of America's Most Famous
Space Missions book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here
are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer involving The Apollo Program: The History and Legacy of America's Most Famous
Space Missions content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking The Apollo
Program: The History and Legacy of America's Most Famous Space Missions is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Chad Brown:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The Apollo
Program: The History and Legacy of America's Most Famous Space Missions suitable to you? The actual
book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled The Apollo Program: The History and
Legacy of America's Most Famous Space Missionsis the main of several books that will everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
age that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now.
So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Luther Keller:

The reason? Because this The Apollo Program: The History and Legacy of America's Most Famous Space
Missions is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book
in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have
been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Maria Mariani:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Apollo Program: The History and Legacy of
America's Most Famous Space Missions can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one
book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular



book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? Let us have The Apollo Program: The History and Legacy of America's Most Famous Space
Missions.
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