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But what does your furniture point at?' asks the character Joey in the sitcom Friends on hearing an
acquaintance has no TV. It's a good question: since its beginnings during WW2, television has assumed a
central role in our houses and our lives, just as satellite dishes and aerials have become features of urban
skylines. Television (or 'the idiot's lantern', depending on your feelings about it) has created controversy,
brought coronations and World Cups into living rooms, allowed us access to 24hr news and media and
provided a thousand conversation starters. As shows come and go in popularity, the history of television
shows us how our society has changed. Armchair Nation reveals the fascinating, lyrical and sometimes
surprising history of telly, from the first demonstration of television by John Logie Baird (in Selfridges) to
the fear and excitement that greeted its arrival in households (some viewers worried it might control their
thoughts), the controversies of Mary Whitehouse's 'Clean Up TV' campaign and what JG Ballard thought
about Big Brother. Via trips down memory lane with Morecambe and Wise, Richard Dimbleby, David Frost,
Blue Peter and Coronation Street, you can flick between fascinating nuggets from the strange side of TV:
what happened after a chimpanzee called 'Fred J. Muggs' interrupted American footage of the Queen's
wedding, and why aliens might be tuning in to The Benny Hill Show. As Alfred Hitchcock said: 'The
invention of television can be compared to the introduction of indoor plumbing. Fundamentally it brought no
change in the public's habits. It simply eliminated the necessity of leaving the house.
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From reader reviews:

Henrietta Jimerson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Armchair Nation: An
Intimate History of Britain in Front of the TV. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can
look for the internet resources or other social media.

Mary Partee:

The ability that you get from Armchair Nation: An Intimate History of Britain in Front of the TV could be
the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Armchair Nation: An Intimate History of Britain
in Front of the TV giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this kind of Armchair Nation: An Intimate History of Britain in Front of the TV instantly.

Samuel Hamby:

This Armchair Nation: An Intimate History of Britain in Front of the TV is great guide for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Armchair Nation: An Intimate History of Britain in Front of the TV in your hand like obtaining the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or
fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy
do you still doubt that?

Judith Judd:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. From the book Armchair Nation: An Intimate History of Britain in Front of the TV we can have more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book
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