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A complex, layered portrait of the man considered by many to be the greatest British novelist of the
twentieth century.

This is the story of Patrick O'Brian's life up to his decision to move to Collioure in the south of France. His
childhood; his precocious writing success; his sailing experiences; and the truth behind his first marriage,
divorce, and name change are set forth with candor and sympathy. Along the way Nikolai Tolstoy reveals the
seeds of inspiration that would one day lead to comparisons to Jane Austen and even Homer. Tolstoy was
O'Brian's stepson, and their acquaintance lasted forty-five years. He stayed with his mother and O'Brian at
their French home and was a frequent correspondent with the reclusive author, discovering facets of his
character and creative genius that were hidden from others. Over the years he accumulated a vast collection
of the author's papers, correspondence, and notebooks, many of which are reproduced here. On the basis of
this trove of original material, Tolstoy has written the definitive biography that O'Brian and his admirers
deserve. 16 pages of illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Kistler:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the
person who don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found
difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Patrick O'Brian: The Making of
the Novelist, 1914-1949.

Jackie Lafond:

With other case, little people like to read book Patrick O'Brian: The Making of the Novelist, 1914-1949. You
can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book
Patrick O'Brian: The Making of the Novelist, 1914-1949. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Keven Peterson:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Patrick O'Brian: The
Making of the Novelist, 1914-1949 will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable
book with you?

James Williams:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Patrick O'Brian: The Making of the Novelist, 1914-1949, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.
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