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For many of the 200,000 black soldiers sent to Europe with the American Expeditionary Forces in World
War I, encounters with French civilians and colonial African troops led them to imagine a world beyond Jim
Crow. They returned home to join activists working to make that world real. In narrating the efforts of
African American soldiers and activists to gain full citizenship rights as recompense for military service,
Adriane Lentz-Smith illuminates how World War I mobilized a generation.

Black and white soldiers clashed as much with one another as they did with external enemies. Race wars
within the military and riots across the United States demonstrated the lengths to which white Americans
would go to protect a carefully constructed caste system. Inspired by Woodrow Wilson’s rhetoric of self-
determination but battered by the harsh realities of segregation, African Americans fought their own “war for
democracy,” from the rebellions of black draftees in French and American ports to the mutiny of Army
Regulars in Houston, and from the lonely stances of stubborn individuals to organized national campaigns.
African Americans abroad and at home reworked notions of nation and belonging, empire and diaspora,
manhood and citizenship. By war’s end, they ceased trying to earn equal rights and resolved to demand
them.

This beautifully written book reclaims World War I as a critical moment in the freedom struggle and places
African Americans at the crossroads of social, military, and international history.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Lacher:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Freedom Struggles: African Americans and World War
I. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a
book Freedom Struggles: African Americans and World War I. You can add information and of course you
can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Gilbert Kimmel:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write
about the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this
Freedom Struggles: African Americans and World War I.

Terry Crabtree:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is definitely Freedom Struggles: African Americans and World War I.

Desiree Grajeda:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching
from it. It is known as of book Freedom Struggles: African Americans and World War I. You can include
your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
place to other place.
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