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This is a pioneering study that examines the sale of sex in classical Athens from a commercial (rather than
from a cultural or moral) perspective. Following the author's earlier book on Athenian banking, this work
analyzes erotic business at Athens in the context of the Athenian economy. For the Athenians, the social
acceptability and moral standing of human labor was largely determined by the conditions under which work
was performed. Pursued in a context characteristic of servile endeavor, prostitution--like all forms of slave
labor--was contemptible. Pursued under conditions appropriate to non-servile endeavor, prostitution--like all
forms of free labor--was not violative of Athenian work ethics. As a mercantile activity, however,
prostitution was not untouched by Athenian antagonism toward commercial and manual pursuits; as the
"business of sex," prostitution further evoked negativity from segments of Greek opinion uncomfortable with
any form of carnality. Yet ancient sources also adumbrate another view, in which the sale of sex, lawful and
indeed pervasive at Athens, is presented alluringly.

In a book that will be of interest to all students of sex and gender, to economic, legal and social historians,
and to classicists, the author explores the high compensation earned by female sexual entrepreneurs who
often controlled prostitutional businesses that were perpetuated from generation to generation on a
matrilineal basis, and that benefitted from legislative restrictions on pimping. The author juxtaposes the
widespread practice of "prostitution pursuant to written contract" with legislation targeting male prostitutes
functioning as governmental leaders, and explores the seemingly contradictory phenomena of extensive
sexual exploitation of slave prostitutes (male and female) coexisting with Athenian society's pride in its
legislative protection of slaves and minors against sexual outrage.
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From reader reviews:

Nicholas Tapia:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Athenian Prostitution: The Business of Sex. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of
book Athenian Prostitution: The Business of Sex. You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country right
up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can
use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Joshua Cameron:

Often the book Athenian Prostitution: The Business of Sex has a lot of information on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Allen Grimm:

This Athenian Prostitution: The Business of Sex is great e-book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Athenian Prostitution:
The Business of Sex in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We
can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So
, this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Clement Williams:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Athenian Prostitution: The Business of Sex or maybe others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other
book likes Athenian Prostitution: The Business of Sex to make your spare time far more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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