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“The Latin soldiery subjected the greatest city in Europe to an indescribable sack. For three days they
murdered, raped, looted and destroyed on a scale which even the ancient Vandals and Goths would have
found unbelievable." - Speros Vryonis, Byzantium and Europe The Fourth Crusade from 1202-1204 is
significant in medieval history because it was the first time a crusade was directed against another Christian
group. It was also significant since it encompassed two of the four major sieges of Constantinople, and it also
sparked a third in 1235 (an unsuccessful attempt to reverse the Latin gains in 1204). Given that legacy, it’s
ironic that like the Crusades before it, the Fourth Crusade was originally intended as an invasion of Egypt,
which had been conquered by Saladin and his uncle nearly four decades earlier. Egypt had been joined with
Syria into one Muslim empire under Saladin, but it had fallen apart into two separate realms after his death
shortly after the Third Crusade in 1193. Following that crusade, the main objective of the Crusaders in the
13th century was to conquer Egypt and use it as a beachhead against the Muslims in Syria who threatened
Christian Palestine, a goal that should have been beneficial to all of Christendom in both the West and East.
Instead, during the Fourth Crusade, tensions between the Latin Christians of Western Europe and the Greek
Christians of Constantinople came to a head after a century and three previous Crusades. This resulted in a
critical breakdown of communications that resulted in an internal war within Christendom and led to the sack
of Constantinople by the Crusaders. After this, the Crusaders established a Latin Kingdom in Constantinople
for nearly 60 years, but it remained shaky and was eventually retaken by the Byzantine Greeks. The Fourth
Crusade was also a result of the imperialist ambitions of Pope Innocent III, one of the strongest and proudest
popes of the Middle Ages, and it was a precursor of the Albigensian Crusade, the first true “internal”
crusade. With that, the Latin Christians began to lose focus on the dwindling territories in Palestine, and
instead Christians fell upon each other, engaging in Crusades against other Christian groups and bleeding
much-needed support from the Latin kingdoms in Palestine. In the west, the Fourth Crusade also saw the rise
in power of the Byzantines' most bitter rivals in the West: the Venetians and Genoese. The Venetian Doge
was later blamed for inciting the Crusaders to fall upon his Byzantine enemies, and while the situation was
more complicated than that, the involvement of the Venetians in the altered direction of the Crusade cannot
be denied. Thus, even though no one realized it at the time, the Fourth Crusade was the turning point for the
Crusades; after this one, the slow decline toward the Latin Christians losing the Holy Land became
inevitable. Constantinople, whether as a Greek or a Latin Empire, was also fatally weakened and would
eventually fall to the Ottoman Turks in 1453, long after the end of the Crusades. The Fourth Crusade would
inevitably lead to the fall of the Crusader states less than a century later and also the fall of Constantinople
two and a half centuries later to the Muslims. The latter would be a permanent loss to Christianity, while
Christian forces would not regain control of Palestine until the 20th century. The Fourth Crusade: The
History of the Crusade that Resulted in the Sack of Constantinople chronicles one of the most controversial
events of the Middle Ages. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about
the 4th Crusade like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Johanna Garrett:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Fourth Crusade: The History of the Crusade that Resulted in the
Sack of Constantinople.

Rebecca Shadwick:

This The Fourth Crusade: The History of the Crusade that Resulted in the Sack of Constantinople are usually
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Fourth
Crusade: The History of the Crusade that Resulted in the Sack of Constantinople can be one of the great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with
information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Fourth
Crusade: The History of the Crusade that Resulted in the Sack of Constantinople forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Amber Payne:

The book The Fourth Crusade: The History of the Crusade that Resulted in the Sack of Constantinople has a
lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored
by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

David Swanson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Fourth Crusade: The History of the
Crusade that Resulted in the Sack of Constantinople was bright colored and of course has pictures around.
As we know that book The Fourth Crusade: The History of the Crusade that Resulted in the Sack of
Constantinople has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your
case and try to like reading this.
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