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Passionate Discontent is an erudite study of the relationship between gender and genius in late nineteenth-
century French Symbolism. Born in an era of crisis, the Symbolist art movement was characterized by
withdrawal to a mystical, antibourgeois world of the mind and spirit. While Symbolists idealized the "poète
maudit," a creative, mad genius exhibiting an emotional state of heightened awareness and "passionate
discontent," female artists displaying similar symptoms were dismissed as hysterical.

Art historian Patricia Mathews traverses the artistic, social, and scientific discourses of fin-de-siècle France
in order to illuminate the Symbolist construction of a feminized aesthetic that nonetheless excluded female
artists from its realm. Along the way, Mathews proffers important new readings of the art of such Symbolists
as Gauguin, van Gogh and Moreau, as well as that of their female contemporaries Camille Claudel and
Suzanne Valadon. Passionate Discontent is an important contribution to art historical and women's studies.
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From reader reviews:

Samantha Campbell:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Passionate Discontent: Creativity, Gender,
and French Symbolist Art will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence
if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It
isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book
with you?

Anna Thompson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Passionate Discontent: Creativity, Gender,
and French Symbolist Art is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Paul Mendosa:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one using theme
for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Passionate Discontent: Creativity, Gender, and
French Symbolist Art is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Francis Gibbs:

This Passionate Discontent: Creativity, Gender, and French Symbolist Art is great guide for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can state no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Passionate Discontent: Creativity, Gender, and French Symbolist Art in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer
you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?
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