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Origins of Form is about the shape of things. What limits the height of a tree? Why is a large ship or office
building more efficient than a small one? What is the similarity between a human rib cage and an airplane or
a bison and a cantilevered bridge? How might we plan for things to improve as they are used instead of
wearing out? The author has chosen eight criteria that constitute the major influences on three-dimensional
form. These criteria comprise the eight chapters of the book: each looks at form from entirely different
viewpoints. The products of both nature and man are examined and compared.

This book will make readers—especially those who design and build—aware of their physical environment
and how to break away from previously held assumptions and indifference about the ways forms in our
human environment have evolved. It shows better ways to do things. The author’s practical, no-nonsense
approach and his exquisite drawings, done especially for this volume, provide a clear understanding of what
can and cannot be; how big or small an object should be, of what material it will be made, how its function
will relate to its design, how its use will change it, and what laws will influence its development.

The facts and information were gathered from many sources: the areas of mechanics, structure, and
materials; geology, biology, anthropology, paleobiology, morphology and others. These are standard facts in
these areas of specialization, but they are also essential to the designer’s overall knowledge and
understanding of form. The result is an invaluable work for students, designers, architects, and planners, and
an informed introduction to a fascinating subject for laymen.
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From reader reviews:

Erin Weiss:

Here thing why this kind of Origins of Form: The Shape of Natural and Man-made ThingsWhy They Came
to Be the Way They Are and How They Change are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a
book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
Origins of Form: The Shape of Natural and Man-made ThingsWhy They Came to Be the Way They Are and
How They Change giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no guide that similar with Origins of Form: The Shape of Natural and Man-made ThingsWhy They
Came to Be the Way They Are and How They Change. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Origins of Form: The Shape
of Natural and Man-made ThingsWhy They Came to Be the Way They Are and How They Change in e-
book can be your choice.

Bruce Jackson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Origins of Form: The Shape of Natural
and Man-made ThingsWhy They Came to Be the Way They Are and How They Change is kind of book
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

George Jamison:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more time to
be study. Origins of Form: The Shape of Natural and Man-made ThingsWhy They Came to Be the Way
They Are and How They Change can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those
short extra time problems.

Kathy Ahmed:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but novel and Origins of Form: The Shape of Natural and
Man-made ThingsWhy They Came to Be the Way They Are and How They Change or maybe others sources



were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their
knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Origins of Form: The Shape of
Natural and Man-made ThingsWhy They Came to Be the Way They Are and How They Change to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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