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In the early 1990s, Albania, arguably Europe’s most closed and repressive state, began a startling transition
out of forty years of self-imposed Communist isolation. Albanians who were not allowed to practice religion,
travel abroad, wear jeans, or read “decadent” Western literature began to devour the outside world. They
opened cafés, companies, and newspapers. Previously banned rock music blared in the streets.

Modern Albania offers a vivid history of the Albanian Communist regime’s fall and the trials and
tribulations that led the country to become the state it is today. The book provides an in-depth look at the
Communists' last Politburo meetings and the first student revolts, the fall of the Stalinist regime, the outflows
of refugees, the crash of the massive pyramid-loan schemes, the war in neighboring Kosovo, and Albania’s
relationship with the United States. Fred Abrahams weaves together personal experience from more than
twenty years of work in Albania, interviews with key Albanians and foreigners who played a role in the
country’s politics since 1990—including former Politburo members, opposition leaders, intelligence agents,
diplomats, and founders of the Kosovo Liberation Army—and a close examination of hundreds of previously
secret government records from Albania and the United States. A rich, narratively-driven account, Modern
Albania gives readers a front-row seat to the dramatic events of the last battle of Cold War Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Sun Byrd:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Modern Albania: From
Dictatorship to Democracy in Europe will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or acceptable book with you?

Lila Smith:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Modern Albania: From Dictatorship to Democracy in
Europe, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

David Lau:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Modern Albania: From Dictatorship
to Democracy in Europe reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question
Modern Albania: From Dictatorship to Democracy in Europe as good book not simply by the cover but also
with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing
a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Amy Arwood:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. Modern Albania: From Dictatorship to Democracy in Europe can be your answer as it
can be read by you who have those short time problems.
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