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How did a self-centered "me generation" engage in a student movement that developed into the largest urban
protest in modern Chinese history? Searching for Life's Meaning explores the profound changes in the
beliefs and values of Chinese youth that occurred during the 1980s and that ultimately led to the
confrontation in Tiananmen Square in 1989.
Drawing on his own experience as a teacher at Capital Normal University in Beijing, China during the
1980s, as well as exhaustive research, Luo Xu investigates the social and political climate of 1980s China in
order to help better define the culture that ultimately drove the events at Tiananmen. Supporting his
arguments with solid primary source documents, Xu contends that the contemplation of the meaning of life,
along with other philosophical questions, were integral components of the general social crisis leading up to
the movement of 1989.
Elegantly written and accessible to a general readership, this study will also be useful to specialists.
Searching for Life's Meaning is a concise but detailed introduction to the mentalities of the Chinese
generation presently assuming leadership in China. It should be valuable reading in courses on Chinese
history and politics, and will be of interest to scholars in the related fields of Asian studies, anthropology,
cultural studies, and youth studies. The book will also appeal to business- people and other professionals
concerned with managing relations with the world's fastest growing polity.
Luo Xu is Assistant Professor of History, State University of New York College at Cortland.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Adams:

This Searching for Life's Meaning: Changes and Tensions in the Worldviews of Chinese Youth in the 1980s
book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
receive by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts
which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That Searching for Life's
Meaning: Changes and Tensions in the Worldviews of Chinese Youth in the 1980s without we realize teach
the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Searching for Life's
Meaning: Changes and Tensions in the Worldviews of Chinese Youth in the 1980s can bring any time you
are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your
lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Searching for Life's Meaning: Changes and Tensions in the
Worldviews of Chinese Youth in the 1980s having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will
not feel uninterested in reading.

Cassie Merritt:

The feeling that you get from Searching for Life's Meaning: Changes and Tensions in the Worldviews of
Chinese Youth in the 1980s is the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you
get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Searching for Life's
Meaning: Changes and Tensions in the Worldviews of Chinese Youth in the 1980s giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who
read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this Searching for Life's Meaning: Changes and Tensions in
the Worldviews of Chinese Youth in the 1980s instantly.

Bobby Blade:

Beside that Searching for Life's Meaning: Changes and Tensions in the Worldviews of Chinese Youth in the
1980s in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Searching for Life's Meaning: Changes and Tensions in the Worldviews of Chinese Youth in the 1980s
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you do
not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
that? Find this book as well as read it from now!



Trent Gibson:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Searching for Life's Meaning:
Changes and Tensions in the Worldviews of Chinese Youth in the 1980s to make your own reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple
book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st
opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the book Searching for Life's Meaning:
Changes and Tensions in the Worldviews of Chinese Youth in the 1980s can to be your new friend when
you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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