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One of the greatest mysteries in reconstructing the history of life on Earth has been the apparent absence of
fossils dating back more than 550 million years. We have long known that fossils of sophisticated marine
life-forms existed at the dawn of the Cambrian Period, but until recently scientists had found no traces of
Precambrian fossils. The quest to find such traces began in earnest in the mid-1960s and culminated in one
dramatic moment in 1993 when William Schopf identified fossilized microorganisms three and a half billion
years old. This startling find opened up a vast period of time--some eighty-five percent of Earth's history--to
new research and new ideas about life's beginnings. In this book, William Schopf, a pioneer of modern
paleobiology, tells for the first time the exciting and fascinating story of the origins and earliest evolution of
life and how that story has been unearthed.

Gracefully blending his personal story of discovery with the basics needed to understand the astonishing
science he describes, Schopf has produced an introduction to paleobiology for the interested reader as well as
a primer for beginning students in the field. He considers such questions as how did primitive bacteria, pond
scum, evolve into the complex life-forms found at the beginning of the Cambrian Period? How do scientists
identify ancient microbes and what do these tiny creatures tell us about the environment of the early Earth?
(And, in a related chapter, Schopf discusses his role in the controversy that swirls around recent claims of
fossils in the famed meteorite from Mars.) Like all great teachers, Schopf teaches the non-specialist enough
about his subject along the way that we can easily follow his descriptions of the geology, biology, and
chemistry behind these discoveries. Anyone interested in the intriguing questions of the origins of life on
Earth and how those origins have been discovered will find this story the best place to start.
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From reader reviews:

Ebony Lower:

This Cradle of Life: The Discovery of Earth's Earliest Fossils book is simply not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Cradle of Life: The Discovery of Earth's Earliest Fossils without we
realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Cradle of Life: The Discovery of Earth's Earliest Fossils can bring when you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone.
This Cradle of Life: The Discovery of Earth's Earliest Fossils having great arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Douglas Dossett:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This e-book Cradle of Life: The Discovery of Earth's Earliest Fossils was filled with regards
to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy
to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Elizabeth Jamerson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by
book. Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Cradle of Life:
The Discovery of Earth's Earliest Fossils.

Natalia Burton:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the Cradle of Life: The Discovery of Earth's Earliest Fossils when you essential
it?
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