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In a recent sale catalog, one bookseller apologized for the condition of a sixteenth-century volume as "rather
soiled by use." When the book was displayed the next year, the exhibition catalogue described it as "well and
piously used [with] marginal notations in an Elizabethan hand [that] bring to life an early and earnest
owner"; and the book's buyer, for his part, considered it to be "enlivened by the marginal notes and
comments." For this collector, as for an increasing number of cultural historians and historians of the book, a
marked-up copy was more interesting than one in pristine condition.

William H. Sherman recovers a culture that took the phrase "mark my words" quite literally. Books from the
first two centuries of printing are full of marginalia and other signs of engagement and use, such as
customized bindings, traces of food and drink, penmanship exercises, and doodles. These marks offer a vast
archive of information about the lives of books and their place in the lives of their readers.

Based on a survey of thousands of early printed books, Used Books describes what readers wrote in and
around their books and what we can learn from these marks by using the tools of archaeologists as well as
historians and literary critics. The chapters address the place of book-marking in schools and churches, the
use of the "manicule" (the ubiquitous hand-with-pointing-finger symbol), the role played by women in
information management, the extraordinary commonplace book used for nearly sixty years by Renaissance
England's greatest lawyer-statesman, and the attitudes toward annotated books among collectors and
librarians from the Middle Ages to the present.

This wide-ranging, learned, and often surprising book will make the marks of Renaissance readers more
visible and legible to scholars, collectors, and bibliophiles.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Palmer:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Used Books: Marking Readers in Renaissance
England (Material Texts) book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Michael Hale:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Used Books: Marking Readers in Renaissance England (Material Texts) provide you with a new experience
in reading a book.

Katrina Hering:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This publication Used Books: Marking Readers in Renaissance England (Material
Texts) was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today,
many ways to get book that you wanted.

Stephen Morgan:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Used Books: Marking Readers in Renaissance England (Material Texts)
can make you experience more interested to read.
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