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“A splendid little war.” - John Hay, U.S. Ambassador to the United Kingdom, describing the war in a letter
to Theodore Roosevelt

In 1898, one of Spain's last possessions in the New World, Cuba, was waging a war for independence, and
though Cuba was technically exempted from the Monroe Doctrine because it was already a Spanish territory
when the Monroe Doctrine was issued, many Americans believed that the United States should side with
Cuba against Spain.
Initially, Republican President William McKinley wanted to avoid any wars, and for its part, Spain also
wanted to avoid any conflict with United States and its powerful navy. However, Spain also wanted to keep
Cuba, which it regarded as a province of Spain rather than a colony. Cuba was very important to the Spanish
economy as well, as it produced valuable commodities such as sugar and also had a booming port at Havana.

All the while, American economic interests were being harmed by the ongoing conflict between Cuban
nationalists and Spain. Merchants’ trading with Cuba was suffering now that the island was undergoing
conflict, and the American press capitalized on the ongoing Cuban struggle for independence, which had
been flaring up time and again since 1868. In an effort to sell papers, the press frequently sensationalized
stories, which came to be known as “yellow journalism.” During the run-up to war, yellow journalism spread
false stories about the Cuban conflict in order to sell newspapers in the competitive New York City market.

Despite President McKinley's wishes to avoid a war, he was forced to support a war with Spain after the
American navy vessel USS Maine suffered an explosion in Havana harbor. McKinley had sent the ship there
to help protect American citizens in Cuba from the violence that was taking place there, but the explosion
devastated the ship, which sunk quickly in the harbor. 266 American sailors aboard the USS Maine died.

Although the cause of the explosion was never determined, yellow journalists in the American press blamed
Spain, claiming the ship was sabotaged. President McKinley was unable to resist popular pressure after a
U.S. Navy report also claimed that the ship had been subject to an explosion outside of its hull which ignited
powder magazines inside the ship. Later investigations proved inconclusive, but President McKinley was
now forced to accept war with Spain.
Congress declared war, and the U.S. Navy began a blockade of Cuba and Puerto Rico. The U.S. Pacific fleet
sailed to the Philippines, which were then a Spanish possession. Despite supply problems from operating so
far from existing U.S. Naval bases, the U.S. fleet defeated the Spanish fleet in Manila.

The U.S. Army, meanwhile, landed 15,000 troops on Cuba to battle fewer than 2,000 Spanish regulars. New
York politician Theodore Roosevelt, who had been advocating for war with Spain to support the Cuban
revolutionaries, joined the U.S. Army and participated in its Cuba campaign, becoming well known for his
participation with the “Rough Riders”. Despite the superiority of the Spanish rifles, they were overwhelmed
by the number of U.S. Army forces supported by artillery and Gatling guns.



Although the Spanish fought the U.S. Army to a stalemate in Puerto Rico, Spain was forced to make peace
after the U.S. Navy destroyed both its Pacific and Atlantic fleets. The military defeat in Cuba meant that
Spain would have to give Cuba its independence, and the destruction of its navy meant that Spain would
have to cede its overseas colonies to the United States. The United States subsequently gained possession of
the Philippines, Puerto Rico and Guam, marking the true beginning of American imperialism.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Pillar:

This book untitled The History of the Spanish-American War to be one of several books in which best seller
in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to
buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Theresa Gordon:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
read. The History of the Spanish-American War can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those
short free time problems.

Paul Howell:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from
it. It is named of book The History of the Spanish-American War. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.

James Sanford:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The History of the
Spanish-American War.
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