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In terms of geopolitics, perhaps the most seminal event of the Middle Ages was the successful Ottoman siege
of Constantinople in 1453. The city had been an imperial capital as far back as the 4th century, when
Constantine the Great shifted the power center of the Roman Empire there, effectively establishing two
almost equally powerful halves of antiquity’s greatest empire. Constantinople would continue to serve as the
capital of the Byzantine Empire even after the Western half of the Roman Empire collapsed in the late 5th
century. Naturally, the Ottoman Empire would also use Constantinople as the capital of its empire after their
conquest effectively ended the Byzantine Empire, and thanks to its strategic location, it has been a trading
center for years and remains one today under the Turkish name of Istanbul.

The end of the Byzantine Empire had a profound effect not only on the Middle East but Europe as well.
Constantinople had played a crucial part in the Crusades, and the fall of the Byzantines meant that the
Ottomans now shared a border with Europe. The Islamic empire was viewed as a threat by the predominantly
Christian continent to their west, and it took little time for different European nations to start clashing with
the powerful Turks. In fact, the Ottomans would clash with Russians, Austrians, Venetians, Polish, and more
before collapsing as a result of World War I, when they were part of the Central powers.

The Ottoman conquest of Constantinople also played a decisive role in fostering the Renaissance in Western
Europe. The Byzantine Empire’s influence had helped ensure that it was the custodian of various ancient
texts, most notably from the ancient Greeks, and when Constantinople fell, Byzantine refugees flocked west
to seek refuge in Europe. Those refugees brought books that helped spark an interest in antiquity that fueled
the Italian Renaissance and essentially put an end to the Middle Ages altogether.

The Fall of Constantinople traces the history of the formation of the Ottoman Empire, the siege that toppled
the city, and the dissolution of the Byzantine Empire. Along with pictures depicting important people, places,
and events, you will learn about the fall of Constantinople like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Jerrod Spicher:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The Fall of Constantinople: The Rise of the
Ottoman Empire and the End of the Byzantine Empire will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading
a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or acceptable book with you?

Thomas Moore:

The e-book untitled The Fall of Constantinople: The Rise of the Ottoman Empire and the End of the
Byzantine Empire is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Fall of
Constantinople: The Rise of the Ottoman Empire and the End of the Byzantine Empire from the publisher to
make you much more enjoy free time.

Irene Allen:

The Fall of Constantinople: The Rise of the Ottoman Empire and the End of the Byzantine Empire can be
one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy
arrangement in writing The Fall of Constantinople: The Rise of the Ottoman Empire and the End of the
Byzantine Empire however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial contemplating.

Nicolas Olsen:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-
book that need more time to be study. The Fall of Constantinople: The Rise of the Ottoman Empire and the
End of the Byzantine Empire can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short
free time problems.
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