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Between the sixteenth and eighteenth centuries, most of the English common lands were enclosed—taken,
by force, out of the hands of local collective use and privatized. The resistance to capitalism’s “primitive
accumulation,” registered in recurring peasant revolts, failed to stem this tide of what we now call
“privatization”—but it spilt over into Romanticism’s own advocacy of a kind of literary commons.
Underground in “the literary” since the nineteenth century, the fight against enclosure resurfaces today
amidst continuing capitalist accumulations and a renascent sense of the commons under globalization.

In The Commons we wander the English countryside with the so-called mad peasant poet John Clare, just
escaped from an Essex asylum and walking the more than eighty miles to his home in Helpston; we pick
wild fruit with anarchist Henry David Thoreau, also newly escaped from jail (for not paying his poll tax);
and we comb the English Lake District, undermining William Wordsworth’s proprietary claim upon it, with
a host of authors of Romantic Guides and Tours.

Resisting enclosure with each word, tearing down (intellectual) property’s fencing, wandering in search of
new commons, new spaces outside property’s exclusive and excluding domain—The Commons veers in and
out of history to find spaces of linguistic hope. What we have named, in less inspired moments, “allusion,”
“borrowing,” or even (pretentiously) “intertextuality” is just this fact that poetry proves again and again: our
languages are common. Shared. Un-enclosable.

The Commons is another installment of what Collis has called (half in jest) “The Barricades Project”—a
broadly based, historically ranging test of the old adage that “poetry is the revolutionary act par excellence.”
It includes Anarchive (2005) and will eventually continue in The Red Album. The Commons includes an
introduction to “The Barricades Project,” written by Collis’ collaborators Alfred Noyes and Ramon
Fernandez.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Arwood:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Commons.

Mamie Perkins:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Commons is simple bringing you
can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the
book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Valerie Little:

You will get this The Commons by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can
to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various.
Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make
your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Lynn Lambert:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The Commons or others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more
and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are
helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The
Commons to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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