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Written in 1595, Richard II occupies a significant place in the Shakespeare canon, marking the transition
from the earlier history plays dominated by civil war and stark power to a more nuanced representation of
the political conflicts of England's past where character and politics are inextricably intertwined. It is the first
of four connected plays--including 1 Henry IV, 2 Henry IV, and Henry V--generally considered
Shakespeare's finest history plays.
The drama of Richard II centers on the power struggle between the grandiloquent King Richard and the
plain-spoken, blunt Henry Bolingbroke, who is banished from Britain at the beginning of the play. But when
Henry's father John of Gaunt dies, Richard confiscates his property with no regard to his son's rights, and
Bolingbroke returns to confront the king, who surrenders his crown and is imprisoned in Pomfret Castle,
where he is soon murdered. This new edition in the acclaimed Oxford Shakespeare series features a freshly
edited version of the text. The wide-ranging introduction describes the play's historical circumstances, both
the period that it dramatizes (the start of the "wars of the roses") and the period in which it was written (late
Elizabethan England), and the play's political significance in its own time and our own. It also focuses on the
play's richly poetic language and its success over the centuries as a play for the stage. Extensive explanatory
notes help readers at all levels understand and appreciate the language, characters, and dramatic action and
the book's lively illustrations provide a sense of the historical background and performance of the play.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the broadest spectrum
of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and
much more.
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From reader reviews:

Pauline Mueller:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Richard II: The Oxford Shakespeare (Oxford World's
Classics), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Jessie Taylor:

The book untitled Richard II: The Oxford Shakespeare (Oxford World's Classics) contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous
author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.

Charles Smith:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This book Richard II: The Oxford Shakespeare (Oxford World's Classics) was filled about science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Eileen Moore:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes examining,
not only science book but also novel and Richard II: The Oxford Shakespeare (Oxford World's Classics) as
well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Richard II: The Oxford Shakespeare (Oxford World's Classics) to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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