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Though Lyndon Johnson devel oped a reputation as a rough-hewn, arm-twisting deal-maker with adrawl, at a
crucial moment in history he delivered an address to Congress that moved Martin Luther King Jr. to tears
and earned praise from the media as the best presidential speech in American history. Even today, his voting
rights address of 1965 ranks high not only in political significance, but also as an example of leadership
through oratory.

Garth E. Pauley carefully analyzes both the content and the context of this historic speech. He begins with an
analysis of the less-than-linear path of voting rights in the United States, and highlights the failures and
limited successes of previous legidlation.

Many commentators have seen Johnson’ s voting rights speech as a response to the escalating protestsin
Selma, and Pauley explores that connection. Did Johnson wait too long to address the issue? Would he have
championed voting rights without the protests? Pauley traces the development of the speech and the policy
with these questions in mind. He situates the speech not only within its immediate context but also within
Johnson’ s ideology and value system, tracing the influences on Johnson’s racial attitudes and describing the
complex of policies he developed to address issues of inequality.

Having set the stage for the address, Pauley then carefully analyzes the text itself. He charts the “ authorship”
of the speech through severa drafts by aides, traces the purposefulness of the allusions, and recounts the
extemporizing Johnson introduced when he actually delivered the address. He notes the idealistic, even
mythic dimensions of the speech, which contrast with its plainspoken style.

Finally, Pauley gauges the effectiveness of the speech. He reports the response to the address in the media,
among civil rights leaders, and in the general population. Pauley concludes with some reservations about the
effectiveness not only of this address but aso of the Johnson program for racial justice. Nonetheless, he
believes that “Lyndon Johnson’s ‘We Shall Overcome’ speech remains a remarkabl e achievement,”
combining principle with rhetorical eadership.
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From reader reviews:
L eslie Jasso:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely sure. Peopleis human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is definitely LBJs American Promise: The 1965 Voting Rights Address (Library of
Presidential Rhetoric).

LouisHartford:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friendsis thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love LBJs American Promise: The 1965
Voting Rights Address (Library of Presidential Rhetoric), you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh come on its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

April Hannah:

Y ou may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This LBJs American Promise: The 1965 Voting
Rights Address (Library of Presidential Rhetoric) is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone. And so
there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Theodor e Dubose:

Beside this LBJs American Promise: The 1965 Voting Rights Address (Library of Presidential Rhetoric) in
your phone, it could give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have LBJs American Promise: The 1965 Voting Rights
Address (Library of Presidential Rhetoric) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from now!
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