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In the mid-1800s, a utopian movement to rehabilitate the insane resulted in a wave of publicly funded
asylums—many of which became unexpected centers of cultural activity. Housed in magnificent structures
with lush grounds, patients participated in theatrical programs, debating societies, literary journals, schools,
and religious services. Theaters of Madness explores both the culture these rich offerings fomented and the
asylum’s place in the fabric of nineteenth-century life, reanimating a time when the treatment of the insane
was a central topic in debates over democracy, freedom, and modernity.
 
Benjamin Reiss explores the creative lives of patients and the cultural demands of their doctors. Their
frequently clashing views turned practically all of American culture—from blackface minstrel shows to the
works of William Shakespeare—into a battlefield in the war on insanity. Reiss also shows how asylums
touched the lives and shaped the writing of key figures, such as Emerson and Poe, who viewed the system
alternately as the fulfillment of a democratic ideal and as a kind of medical enslavement. Without neglecting
this troubling contradiction, Theaters of Madness prompts us to reflect on what our society can learn from a
generation that urgently and creatively tried to solve the problem of mental illness.
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From reader reviews:

Donald McLaughlin:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Theaters of Madness:
Insane Asylums and Nineteenth-Century American Culture is kind of book which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Michael Kelly:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Theaters of Madness: Insane Asylums and
Nineteenth-Century American Culture e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty
Theaters of Madness: Insane Asylums and Nineteenth-Century American Culture as good book not just by
the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

John Hill:

This Theaters of Madness: Insane Asylums and Nineteenth-Century American Culture is fresh way for you
who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you
into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Theaters of
Madness: Insane Asylums and Nineteenth-Century American Culture can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this!
Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Sean Rusin:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Theaters of Madness: Insane Asylums and
Nineteenth-Century American Culture can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this
one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't



recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have
Theaters of Madness: Insane Asylums and Nineteenth-Century American Culture.
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