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On January 5, 2012, President Obama announced a new defense strategy entitled “Sustaining U.S. Global
Leadership: Priorities for 21st Century Defense,” and commonly referred to as the defense strategic guidance
or “DSG”. The DSG was significant at the time because it was explicitly intended to reshape future
Department of Defense (DOD) priorities, activities, and budget requests for the following decade. That
reshaping meant, in part, reducing defense spending by about $487 billion over 10 years, to meet the initial
budget caps set in the Budget Control Act (BCA) of 2011. And it meant in part refining DOD’s 10-year
strategic outlook in response to changes in the global security environment and the end of the decade of
warfare that followed the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.

The DSG is significant now, in 2013, because it is still intended to serve as the strategic foundation for
further DOD policy and resource decision-making, under tighter fiscal constraints. By all accounts, the
Strategic Choices and Management Review (SCMR), conducted by DOD at the direction of Secretary of
Defense Chuck Hagel during spring 2013, adopted the DSG as its baseline and tested options for cutting
costs against the impact such steps might have on DOD’s ability to execute that defense strategy. The
Quadrennial Defense Review (QDR), which is statutorily mandated to be conducted in 2013, with a report
based on the review due to Congress in February 2014, is also expected to be based broadly on the premises
of the DSG.

Importantly, the DSG did not account for the possibility of sequestration—further significant, across-the-
board cuts triggered by the BCA. At the time the DSG was issued, defense officials stated that, were they
directed to find an additional $500 billion in cuts, the guidance would not apply, and DOD would have to
shed “missions and commitments and capabilities that we believe are necessary to protect core U.S. national
security interests.” This year, discussing the outcome of the SCMR, senior DOD officials argued that
sequester-level budget cuts would “break” some parts of the defense strategy as reflected in the DSG, and
that an “in-between” approach, half-way between sequester-level cuts and the President’s budget request,
would “bend” the strategy.

Some observers have wondered whether the next step should be further evaluating the risks posed to the
execution of the strategy by proposed spending cuts; or whether the next step should be, instead,
reconsidering the objectives and priorities of the strategy itself in the context of tighter fiscal constraints. Of
course, one might explore both of those approaches simultaneously. This CRS report highlights and analyzes
key strategic-level issues raised by the DSG.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Starnes:

Here thing why this specific In Brief: Assessing the January 2012 Defense Strategic Guidance (DSG) are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. In Brief: Assessing the January 2012 Defense Strategic
Guidance (DSG) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no e-book that similar with In Brief: Assessing the January 2012 Defense Strategic Guidance (DSG).
It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café,
or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of In Brief: Assessing the January 2012 Defense Strategic Guidance (DSG) in e-book can be
your alternate.

James Baker:

The guide untitled In Brief: Assessing the January 2012 Defense Strategic Guidance (DSG) is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was
did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of In Brief: Assessing the January 2012 Defense Strategic Guidance
(DSG) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Michael Anderson:

Exactly why? Because this In Brief: Assessing the January 2012 Defense Strategic Guidance (DSG) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Ann David:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this In Brief: Assessing the January 2012
Defense Strategic Guidance (DSG) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism In Brief: Assessing
the January 2012 Defense Strategic Guidance (DSG) as good book not simply by the cover but also by



content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have
to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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